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(/' O A'' 

RT MEMPHIS T2b TO BUREAU AND SH MTED SEPT. 17, 1984.' \L^ 


OM SEPT. 13, 19 34, 


WAS 11\ TER VIEWED AT THE 

^ _, 

Lalasama.. 


FIRST HEARD OF^VIt-lAM MFLITARY ASSISTAT'XE ( 


FROM AM AD IF THE DECATUR ;!2WSPAPZR IM JAW, OR FEB, 1934. IM APR] 

^ OCT 5 1984 

19S4, HE ATTENDED A MEETIFG OF THE CMA HELD AT A RESTAURANT Ir) 
DECATUR. THE MEETING WAS ATTENDED 3Y 28 TO 25 PEOPLE AMD THE 'MAli' 


t speaker was am. FDN spokesman from MIAMI, FLA. AFTER THE MEETING 
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IcONCERi^JIMG THE LEGALITY OR WHAT THEY 


HE TALKED^TO subject 
WERE DOING ANdI 



ASSURED HIM THAT HE'HAD TALKED TO ATTORNEYS 


AND- THAT AS LONG ' AS THEY DID NOT ATTEMPT TO EXPORT .WEAPONS OR 

IwAS SYMPATHETIC 


MUNITIONS, THEY WERE WITHIN THE LAW. 


To 'THE "FREEDOM FIGHTSRS" • IN' NICAURAGUA AND BEGAN ACOUMULATING 

■• ■ ' . ■ i 

MATERIALS TO BE SENT TO'THEM. HE COLLECTED OLD BOOT^, FATIGUE! 

, ' • i . ^ 

t 

.CANTEENS, ITG. , f-'DST.LY FROM LOCAL MEMPHIS YARD SALES 'AND FROM" 
FRIENDS. BY LATE MAY, KE HAD COLLECTED A PICKUP TRUq'K LOAD OF 
THESE ITEMS WHICH,'HE VALUED AT $2,520.E0 BUT FOR WHIQH HE HAD 
ONLY PAID 1500.00. HE TURNED THESE ITEMS OVER TO AND 

THEM TO- HONDURAS. i 



AND 


DURING- JUNE .AND JULY, HE HAD SEVERAL MEETINGS WITH| 

BECAUSE OF THE DISTANCE OF DRAVEL INVOLVED AND WITh| 

ENCOURAGEMENT, HE STARTED HIS CMA IN MEMPHIS. HE BEdAME INCREASINGLY 
UNCOMFORTABLE WITHl 


"MILITARY^ APPROACH" AND DECIDED THAT 


b6 

b7C 


ORGANIZATION WOULD EMPHASIZE ASSISTANCE TO THE REFUGEES 


FROM THE COMMUNIST REGINE IN NICARAGUA. ACCORDINGLY,' 


■ CRM A 


L.LAJ=.SEIiLGEE.JttLIJARY.^ AS-UI.STL!UIC.SX. 


ON" AUG. -1, 19S4, CRMA HAD THEIR FIRST PUBLIC MEETING AT THE 
VFW POST IN MEMPHIS... THE'SPEAKER FO.R THIS MEETING Wa|3 -MARIO CALERO, 
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Honduras 


NEUTRALITY MATTER- 


Re BH airtel to Bureau 5/1/84, and Bureau teletype 
to BH, 9/14/84., 

-'N ' . ■* 

Enclosed for the Bureau are the following items: 

1. One copy undated letter with envelope, 
postmarked 9/12/84; 

2 . One copy undated letter with envelope, 
postmarked 9/17/84, 

Enclosed for If are the originals of enclosed 
letters and envelopes, received by subject and furnished 
to FBI by same. ( r /AV 


2<^Bureau (Ends. 4 ) >4' 

1- Indianapolis (Ends,4;) 

2- Birmingham 
GLH:jgr 

( ® ^ _ 
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BH 2-28 


For in£o. IP Div., BH initiated a Neutrality 
investigation on subje ct and the CIVILIAN MILITARY ASSISTANCE 
(CMA) in 11/83« r [ traveled to El Salv ador in 10/83 by 
himself and stayed for sixteen days. During his stay therer 
he offered military equipment# medical supplies and "military 
traine rs" for the £1 Salvadorian Army. After his return# 

shipped between fifteen and twenty boxes# containing 


uniforms# field equipment and first aid supplies to El Salvador. 


On 1/9/84, 


accompanied by[ 


] 


CMA associates# traveled to Honduras and stayed until 1/24/84. 
While there# the group visited-T^Teld hospital of the FORCES 


OF A DEMOCRATIC NICARAGUA (FDN). On this trip# 


traveled 


to an FDN base camp and acknowledged that he fired some 
shots "into the bush" while on patrol with FDN troops, but 
stated he never saw anyone in the bush and did not feel 
he hit anyone. 


I_ On 8/23/84. six membe rs of the CMA# accompanied 

by I left for Honduras. This group 

tooK supplies witn tnem tor FDn troops and provided military 
training for FDN troops at their base camps. 

On 9/1/84# CMA members DANA PARKER# JR. and JIM 
POWELL were in a helicopter which was shot down in Nicaragua 
near a Sandinista training base. Both men were killed# 
along with an FDN Pilot. 


This incident has been w idely publicized and as 
a result of this publicity# ! | has received correspondence 

from all over the D.S.# mainly from individuals who express 
an interest in joinng the CMA. 


On 9/27/84# 


Huntsville Resident Agency and advised 


telephonic allv contacted the 


I! 


I are being provided to IP DiVe for info# Investigation 
in this matter being left to the discretion of IP. ^ " 
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FEDERAL BURLMJ 

QF investigation 


FM NEW ORLEANS (2-181) (P) 

/tto director routine 
h'' 

^i^R MING HAM (2-28) ROUTINE 
MEMPHIS ROUTINE 
MIAMI ROUTINE 
MOBILE ROUTINE,'' 

BT 

UNCLAS 



A _I 

r 


AKA; 


NEUTRALITY MATTER 


EL SALVADOR, 





BIRMINGHAM, 

RE BIRMII\GHAM TELETYPES DATED ^PTEMBER 11 A® 12, 1984. 

'was INTERVIEl»JED AT HIS 



ON SEPTEMBER 19, 1984 
RESIDENCE, 


INTERVIB*; WAS U. S. CUSTOMS>|fiA8E 


'^~DEC4 m ' 




THAT 



NFIRMED EVENTS 


2 OCT le 1084 


b6 

b7C 
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WHICH HAD OCCURRED IN NEW ORLEANS BEG INNI M3 AUGUST 23 , 1984, UNTIL 
THE DOWNING OF THE FD N HELICOPTER ON SEPTEMBER 1 , 19 84 . 

IsTATED ALL CMA AMD /OR CRMA MEMBERS WHO WERE ASSISTING 


THE FDN WERE DOING SO IN A MOMOOMBATAMT ROLE A RECEIVED' ABSOLUTELY 
NO PAYMENT FOR THEIR ASSISTANCE. AS A MATTER OF FACT, LI. S. FUNDS 
WERE CUT OFF IN MAY, 1984 THEREFORE, THE FDNWAS/IS IN NO POSITION 
TO PAY ANY "MERCENARIES." THESE I»IVIDUALS, IN FACT, CONTRIBUTED 
THEIR OWN MONEY TO THE CAUSE. THE EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES THE 
CMA/CRMA HAVE PROVIDED INCLUDED MEDICAL SUPPLIES, MEDICINES, 

CIVILIAN CLOTHING, RAIN GEAR, SHOES, AND PERSONAL ITEMS THAT HAD 
BEEN DONATED BY CONCERNED INDIVIDUALS IN THE U. S. 

AT NO Tlf^E WERE ANY WEAPONS PURCHASED FOR THE FD N IN THE 
U. S., NOR WERE ANY SHIPPED FROM THE U. S. TO THE REB.ELS WHO ARE 
fighting THE SANDINISTAS. 

THE RELATIONSHIP WHICH EXISTS BETWEEN THE FDN A® THE CMA/CRMA 
WAS NOT INITIATED BY THE FDN. THE INVOLVEMENT OF THESE GROUPS IN 
THE CONFLICT IN CENTRAL AMERICA ORIGINATED WITH THOSE INDIVIDUALS 
CONCERNED WITH THE POSSIBLE TAKEOVER OF COMMUNIST INSURGENTS IN 
EL SALVADOR AS WELL AS NICARAGUA AND HONDURAS. As| |uNDER- 

STANDS, 


INITIALLY BECAME INVOLVED WHEN HE FIRST TRAVELED TO 
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PAGE THREE NO 2-181 UNCLAS 

EL SALVADOR OFFERING HIS SERVICES W THE SALVADORA N GOVER MMENT. 
APPARENTLY, HE WAS UNSUCCESSFUL AND THEN PROCEEDED TO THE 
AMERICAN EMBASSY IN TEGUCIGALPA WHERE HE WAS PLACED IN 
CONTACT WITH THE FDN. THROUGH THE FD N IN HONPURAS, | | WAS 

EVENTUALLY PLACED IN CONTACT WITH | 

IN THE U. S. ON THE 29TH OR 30TH OF JULY, 1984 , 

, WHO PAID FOR HIS 

HOTEL AND EXPENSES. AT THAT TIME THE MATTER OF EQUIPMENT AND 
SUPPLIES WAS DISCUSSED AS WELL AS’'ARRA ^G EME NTS FOR THEIR SHIPMENT 
THROUGH NEW ORLEANS, 

THE INTERVIEWnC AGENTS WERE THEN TAKEN TO TWO RENTED MI NI- 
STORAGE UNITS, WHICH CONTAINED CIVILIAN CLOTHING, SHOES, 

RAIN GEAR, MEDICAL SUPPLIES AND MEDICINES, AND VARIOUS OTHER 
ITEMS DONATED BY INDIVIDUALS IN THE UNITED STATES, 

STATED THAT APPROXIMATELY FOUR OR FIVE SHIPMENTS OF SUCH 
ITEMS HAD ALREADY BEEN MADE TO HONDUI?AS. THESE SHIPMENTS 
WERE MADE IN VERY SMALL LOTS AND ACCOMPANIED INDIVIDUALS 
WHO WERE TRAVELHG TO HONDURAS ON COMMERCIAL FLIGHTS. HE STATED 


THAT HE WOULD LIKE TO SHIP THESE REMAINING GOODS AS SOON AS POSSIBLE 
BUT HAS HAD DIFFICULTIES IN GETTINQ TOG ETHER A SUFFICIENT AMOUNT OF 
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MATERIALS TO JUSTIFY THE EXPENSE OF SUCH A SHIPMENT. A NUMBER OF 
CARTONS AT THESE STORAGE UNITS WERE RANDOMLY SEARCHED WITH THE 



LAWS. 


LAM FOLLOWS 
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/ 30 


Re BH airtels to Disector, 1/3/84 and 5/2/84; 

and Director teletype to BH, 9/14/84. 

' ■ 

Enclosed for the Bureau are (5) copies of an LHM 
dated and captioned as above, containing info, concerning 
the recent deaths of two members of the CIVILIAN MILITARY 
ASSISTANCE (CMA), in Nicaragua. \/ J' 

ADMINISTRATIVE: \/J 


BH has conducted all logical investigation in 
this matter and will ,afwait prosecutive opinion from DOJ. 
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U.S. Department of Justice 

Fgjieral Bureau of Investigation 


In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


1400 - 2121 Building 
Birmingham, Alabama 35203 
October 2, 1984 


declassified BY 

_— 

_,3o7,fc‘l7 


VT.BO KNOm AS 


NEUTRALITY MATTER- 
EL SALVADOR 


_ On November 29. 1983, T-1 advised that]_ 

_Alabama and a former Marine, 

was in the process of trying to organize military assistance 
to the government of El Salvador through an organization he 
called the Ci vilian Military Assistance (CMA) program. T-1 
stated I had a meeting in Huntsville, Alabama on November 8, 

1983, at a restaurant (name unknown), where he tried to 
interest s everal individu als in the Huntsville, Alabama area 
in joining! OQ \\ 


1 

1 had contacted him ch 

1 sev 

_1 

aral occasions 

b2 

concerninql 

1 activiPi Afi. T-1 advispd|^ 


^wanted to 

b6 

know if the aci 

livities of 1_!were . in am 

r wav 

. supported_ 

b7C 


FOI/PA #,, 

CIVIL ^ 

E.O. 

DATE 


backing the subject, or his 


_[in no wav . 

activities at the present timeJ^ 


On April 10. 1984.1_ L was intervi ewed 

at his residence, ! j Alabama. 

He was provided with several sections from the United States 


was intervi ewed 

Alabama. 


jgt___ 

INillALSflrf_ 






This docuBient contains neither 
recommendations nor conclusions of 
the FBI. It is the property of 
the FBI and is loaned to your agency,* 
It and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 
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Code, dealing with the Neutrality Act.| read these 

statutes, stated he understood them, but advxsed that in 
his own mind, he did not feel he or the CMA was violating 
any of these federal statutes. 

I stated that in October, 1983, he went to 
El Salvador by himself. He stated this was a factfinding 
mission to see whether or not the country of El Salvad or 
needed or wanted his organization's assistance.! |stayed 

in El Salvador for sixteen days during this tripTj j 

advised that upon his return to the United States, he has 
sent between fifteen and twenty boxes of uniforms, field 
equipment and first aid materials to the El Salvadoran 
forces. He estimated the approximate value of these items 
to be between $3,000 and $4,000.00. 


I {traveled to Honduras on January 9, 1984, 

accomp anied by | ~| associates in the CMA (who 

I did not name) . While in Honduras,) jand his 

associates observed a field h ospital ot tne Forces of 
a Democratic Nicaragua (FDN). stated that on this 

trip, he and his group traveled to an FDN camp and on 
one occasion, while he was at this base camp, he was out 
on patrol with FDN personnel and when he saw other members 
of the FDN group fir e into the brush, he fired his weapon 
into the brush also.)[stated he never saw anyone in 
the brush and did not feel there was any enemy there, but 
that the FDN was doing the shooting for his benefit to 
make an effort to impress him. 


1 indicated the CMA is in the process of 

collecting more equipment and supplies and that, he planned 
to send approximately fifteen per cent of this equipment 
to El Salvador and eighty-five per cent of the equipment 
to the government of Honduras. 


indicated that approximately ninety-five 
per cent of the financial backing of the CMA has been from 

j. He advised the other five per 
cent has come from donations and stated they made some 
money from the sale of tee-shirts, advertising the CMA. 
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indicated the CMA is a completely volunteer 


group and they do not take any dues and do not pay any 
salaries to members. 


On September 1, 1984, a helicopter, containing 
CMA members Dana Parker, Jr. and Jim Powell and a Nicaraguan 
pilot (known only as "Pozo") was shot down near a Sandinista 
training base in Nicaragua. All three occupants of this 
helicopter were killed. 


I 





9/19/84 


FEDERAL tUllj 



OATION 


Dat* of tniMCfiiMian. 


,_ t also_known_asJ 

wr.K int-p rviewed at his residence>|- . 

]. At the outse ^ of the interview,] 


of the identity of SA 


J who 


is aware 


was advised the interview 


concerned recent act ivities of the CIVILIAN MIL ITARY ASSISTANCE 
(CMA) group, of whicq 


b6 

b7C 


Stated the 


CMA has continued to exist and to, in fact, grow, since 

. - . ^« I I f TL _JT ^ TnoA\ zj 


he was last contacted by SA[ 


(April 10, 1984). He 


stated the CMA had an open house meeting sometime toward 
the end of April, 1984, at which time, ALPHONSO CALLEJAS, 
who is the Director of the Miami, Florida branch of the FORCES 
OF A D EMOCRATIC NICARAUGA (FDN), was the guest speaker. 

advised that approximately twenty-five individuals 


attended this meeting. 


.stated as a result of the above-mentioned 
meeting, a new chapter was. formed in Memphis, Tennessee. 
He stated this chapter was known as the CIVILIAN REFUGEE 
MILITARY ASSISTANCE (CRMA) organization. He advised the 
head of the CRMA in Memphis |_ 


b6 
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I n ^dvised he and some of the CMA members have 

gone to Memphis, Tennessee and tried to assist i | in 

getting his organization' "off the ground" and have been 
successful in doing this. He advised they had an open house 
meeting at a VFW Club (Post not recalled) in Memphis in 
August, 1984, and that approximately 60 to 65 people showed 
up for that meeting. He stated that MA RIO CALERO was the 


quest speaker for this meeting. 


stated that CALERO, 
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is a ssociat ed with the FDN 
stated he 


movement and he is a native Nicaraugian. , 
does not know how long CALERO has resided in the United 
States, but he is of the opinion that it is approximately 
twenty years and that CALERO has told him that h e previously 


^advised 


served in the UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS.,_, 

he does not have any knowledge as to whether or not CALERO 
is a United States citizen. 


InvattigRtion on. 


9/11/84 


•t 


m§ 


BH 2-28 


SA 




SA 

by 


GLH:jgr _ . 

9/13/84 

This documom coi 


ondi 

itama ol tho FBt. k » ptoporty of te ond 'm km 

\ 


ii and ft» oontMiis m ncM to te < 
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_ advised the CMA presently has between 200 

and 300 members. He stated this number includes people who 
have helped obtain equipment and supplies, as well as active 
members, who are capable of assisting in the training of 
combat troops. 


I _[advised he estimates the CMA has shipped 

between $60,000 and $70,000 worth of equipment and supplies 
to Central America since it was organized. He stated he 
also estimates the shipments they have made to Central America 
weighed between four and five tons. He advised this includes 
shipments to El Salvador, Honduras and Nicarauga. These 
shipments included clothing (military and civilian), boots, 
medical supplies, web gear, field equipment, c-rations, 
belts and various recreational items. 


I_[advised that on August 23, 1984, he drove 

his van to New Orleans. Louisiana and on this trip/was_ 

accompanied bvl __ 

[ | . He advised they liad, in his van, a 

load of supplies which they intended to ship to Honduras 
when they arrived in New Orleans . He advised they were met 
in New Orleans by [ w ho drove a tr uckload of 

supplies from Memphis. Tennessee.[ I who flew in 

from Florida [_[ 

who flew to New Orleans from Memphis by commercial airline. 


[stated upon t heir arriv al in New Orlean s. 

they drove to | [ residence, _New 

Orleans, Louisiana. He stated after staying there for a 
short period of time, they drove to a warehouse which stores 
goods for the FDN. He stated he has been to one other warehouse 
in the New Orleans area which also stores goods for the 
FDN, making a total of two separate warehouses'he is aware 
of which store goods in the New Orleans area. 
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_[advised he is not aware of the addresses 

of either of these warehouses. After stopping at the warehouse 
for a short period of time, they went to the MOISANT INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT, New Orlean s and shipped their supplies by AIR TACA b7c 


to Honduras.[_[stated most of the shipment wa s loaded 

in cabb age bags and had no labels on it, but after [ [ 

[ went into the Freight Office for a few moments and 
returned, tlie porters of the terminal took the bags with 


just 


name on them and no further address. 






tnKnuatlon of interview of 


. Page 


left for 
down and 


After loading these supolie 
Honduras. | 

the rest flew by commercial 


,|_I PARKER, 

and POWELL thereafter 


airline. 


advised the six members who traveled to 


Honduras were selected because of their expertise in various 
areas of com bat tra ining, which included helicopter flight 
instruction. r l advised he did not go, because his area 

of expertise is small arms instruction and this was not a 


priority training area for FDN troops, according to 


1 
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I l advised that the areas of expertise of the 

individuals who went on this trip were as follows: 



I l advised that the preparations in planning 

for this trip began either in the last of June or the first 
of July, 1984. He stated they st arted planning on a trip 
to Nicar auqa a fter l I returzied from a trip there 

and told| lorgnaization of the needs they had in the fight 
in Nicarauga. ' 
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I_I advised he met|_ 

of May, 1 984. He stated he w as aivenf 
number hvl" I who isF 

L S'lorida.- 


1 in the last 

hame and telephone 
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of May, 1984, 
got supplies, 
shortly a fter 
call from[ 


advised that sometime around the middle 


advised t hat som 
Tie I "I called^ 


but can't afford to send them". 
this telep hone call, he received 


and told hi m. "We've 
stated 


f 


who asked him 


the supplies to New Orleans to 


ed hj 
his|_ 


a telephone 
if he C 9 uld bring 
residence. 
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gavej | an address of 


-: —I-"-1_I —- '- 

Louisiana and a telephone nuiaber of 


1 


Orleans, 


advised that 


indicated to the CMA 


that they needed helicopter Pilot instruction and that they 
also needed Communications assistance. 


b6 
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I_[recalls that as they wer e finalizing the 

plans for the trip to Micarauga, ! I told CMA members 

they did not need to take their own weapons, as there would 
be plenty availahle—for them for training purposes in Honduras 

and Uicarauga._stated he cannot say for sure whether 

or not the members of the group who left for Honduras did, 
in fact, take weapons with them. He stated he did not see 
any weapons. 
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Stated that finances were never discussed 
in any of the planning for this operation and that each 
individual member who went on this trip v/as aware that 
he would have to finance his portion of the trip. P 
advised the funds available to the CMA were very li mited 
and not of much assistance to the men on this trip. l~ 
stated that as an example o f the fi^ nancial situation of 


the CMA, there is presently 


in the CMA bank account, 


_ ;tated the group had planned to return at 

sometime over Labor Day weekend and that two days prior 
to their return. some member of th^ group was supposed to 
call him I I, so he could plan to drive to New Orleans 


and meet the group at the New Orleans Airport. 


I_^advised that on Labor D ay, September 3. 

1984, h e received a telephone call fromi H w ho 

runs an I 

at approximately 10;30 a.m. | [ first asked i [ about 

some surplus uniforms and then stated, "By the way, did 
/ou hea r ab out the helicopter that went down in Nicarauga?". 

[ told [ [ he had just heard about a helicopter going 

down in Nicarauga which suppsedly had some Americans aboard. 


r~ stated he thereafter called 


1 1 Tennessee immediately to ask if 

1 


hac 

)ld 

3 

heard anything of this in the news media.| 



he was just reading the morning Memphis paper and there 
was an account of this in that paper. 
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nttnuation o( interview of. 


I_[advised he th ereafter calle d ! __ 

residence and was infor med bvf^ that l would 

be home that afternoon. | [ left hi s residenc e immediately 

and drove to New Orleans, arriving at l Ires idence 

at approximately 7:00 p.m. l ( then told l I the news 

about DANA PARKER and JIM POWELL perishing in a helicopter 
crash in Nicaragua on September 1, 1984. 

I advised he was told that POWELL, PARKER 

and a Nicaraguan Pilot ahd left the camp at sometim e around 
noon on September 1, 1984, and that PARKER had told I 
they were having to leave immediately on either a "mercy 
mission", or an "emergency mission". He was told the noise 
level near the helicopter was such that l could not 

distin guish exactly which of the terms PARKER had used. 

I f urther advised he was told the chopper they left 
in had rocket pods, but they were empty and that it had 
stretchers attached to the skids. He was told the chopper 
never returned and the other group members heard th at it 
had been shot down in Nicaraguan territory. I I was then 

told the group left the base camp where they had been 
training FDN troops and immediately started their return 
back to the United States. 


advised 


organizinc 


He stated] ___ | he told them of the aims of the 

CMA, so that they would be aware of what the CMA was 

attemp ting to do and would not interfere with anv government 


)lans. 


spoken to| 


advise d he never received a reply |_ 

I and stated further that he has never 


I I was asked for a complete list of CMA members, 

but stated that when an individual joins the CMA, he tells 
them he will not reveal their identity, but they are free 
to do so, if they so desire. 

_I stated the members of the CMA who went to 

Honduras on this mission were not paid anything by the CMA, 
or by the FDN. 

I ladvised he personally ownsi 


I __|. He stated all .of 

these weapons are registered with the BUREAU OF ALCOHOL, 






J02a (3-^-83) 




>ntinuatlon of interview of 


. Page 


6 


•b6 • 
b7C 


TOBACCO AND FIREARIvlS (ATF) . Hp furbhPr that hp owns 


one shotgun and a .45 caliber Rising. He stated he estimates 
he probably owns 50,000 rounds of ammunition also. 


named 


Lajtated he 


has never heard of an 


individual 


I_I stated he has no confirmed plans to go back 

to Honduras or Nicaragua, but stated he plans to go at some 
point in time, back to Hond uras, s o that PARKER ahd POWELL 
will not have died in vain. | advised that the only 

way he would not go back to Honduras would be if he could 
be shown that it vvas illegal for him to go and if that was 
done, he would not attempt to make a return trip to that 
region. 


I I reiterated the fact that the CMA, as a group, 

nor he as a person, have never sent any weapons nor 
ammunition to any country in Central America. 


SA 


UNITED STATES CUSTOMS SERVI 


was present for a portion of this interview and asked 
several questions dealing primarily with the Munitions 
Control Act. 


fa 


I_I thereafter provided a copy of a leaflet 

put out by the FDN which has a CMA.-.application form on the 
back. This FDN information form is attached hereto. 
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TRANSMIT VIA: 

□ Teletype 

□ Facsimile 

□ AIRTEL 


PRECEDENCE: 

□ Immediate 

□ Priority 

□ Routine 


CLASSIFICATION: 

□ TOR SECRET 

□ SECRET 

□ CONFIDENTIAL 

□ UNCLASEFTO 

□ UNCLAS 

Date 11/16/84 


TO: 

FROM: 


DIRECTOR, FBI 

ATTN: C.I.D., DOMESTIC TERRORISM UNIT 


SAC, BIRMINGHAM (2-28)(P) 



|aka, /o 

E^L;-- . ; . O 

NEUTRALITY MATTER-EL SALVADOR, > 0 

HONDURAS, NICARAGUA; / fV- /N 

00:BH 

Re BH airtel to Bureau, lQ/J/8i. 

Enclosed for CG Div. are (2) copies of an LHM 
dated 10/2/84, and captioned as above, sent to Bureau in 
re airtel. 


For info, of the Bureau and CG, 


)eared 


aavised tne cma membership is presently between 4,000 and' 
5,000 men and they could call on all of their membersyto 
go to Central America on short notice, if the need ac(Os.e.x 


Subject stated the CMA is presently conductin '^^^/ 
a membership drive in Illinois, which will be headquab^fa ^yo a 
in Chicago. -- 

_indicated that CMA membership has increased 

dramatically since two of their members were killed in Nicaragua 

This info., as well as that contained in enclosed LHM, 
being furnished CG for info. 




Bureau 

2 - Chicago (Ends. 2) 
2 - Birmingham 
GLH:jgr 
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NOV 21 1984 


Approved: 




^DEClTigft 


Transmitted 


(Number) 




(Time) 


i^U.S. Government Printing Office: 1984—431 >613/6249 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED! 


HEREIN IS UNCLASSIflED«“ 
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TRANSMIT VIA: 


PRECEDENCE: 

CLASSIFiCATiON: 

□ Teletype 


□ Immediate 

□ TOPSECRET 

□ Facsimile 


□ Priority 

□ segpet 

rx Airtel 


□ Routine 

□ CONiPlDENTiAL 

JfA ! ^ 



® |!lsj:|lJiS E F T 0 

a^:-iiills' 

10/29/84 


TO; DIRECTOR, EBI 

FROM: SAC, NE^ORLEANS (2-181) (RUC) 

_^_ £1 _I 

aka; 

NEUTRALITY MATTER - 
EL SALVADOR 
00; BIRMINGHAM 
BUFILE: 2-28 


Enclosed for the Bureau are five copies, for 
Birmingham two copies, and for Memphis, Miami and Mobile 
one copy of an LHM captioned as above. 

ADMINISTRATIVE: y 


Asset refenafed to in enclosed LHM is 


Bureau (Enc. 5) 

2 - Birmingham (Enc. 2) 
1 - Memphis (Enc. 1) 

1 - Miami (Enc. 1) 

2 - New Orleans 
JPS:;js 

( 8 ) 
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Approved: _ 1 | . .Transmitted 


(Number) 


(Time) 


Per 

ALL INFORMAJiON CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED®-''®' 
DATE 










U.S. Department STJustice 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 


In Reply, Please Refer to 

File No. 2 - 181 New Orleans, Louisiana 70113 

October 29, 1984 

b6 

I-1 b7C 


NEUTRALITY MATTER - 
EL SALVADOR 


A confidential source who has provided reliable 
information in the past advised the following on 
September 6, 1984; 

JAMES POWELL and DANA PARKER recently killed 
while flying in a helicopter in Nicaragua were members 
of a group known as CMA which is affiliated with the 
Mercenary Association of Dolimite, Alabama. 

The Mercenary Association recently received 
paramilitary training in parachute techniques at Shreveport, 
Louisiana. POWELL and PARKER did not participate in these b7c 
training exercises. 


Source is aware of overtures bei ng made bvl I 

of CMA to individuals involved in_ 

I induce these persons to engage in mercenary 
type activites in Central America. 

The same confidential source advised the following 
on September 25, 1984: 



This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed 
outside your agency. 
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HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED®*--^ 

HAT F Ry SVSft* V 






# ■ ' '# 


b6 

b7C 



Source also provided one copy of C. R. M. A., 
Civilian Refugee Military Assistance, Post Office Box 
22294, Memphis, Tennessee, 38122, recruitment card. 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 


card. 



also claims that he is assisting CMA 


in putting together a supply system to transport materials 
to Nicaragua. 
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C.R.M.A. 

Civilian Refuggee Military Assistance 

P.0, Box 22294 Memphis,Tenn 38122 
SUPPORT MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

Name Phone 

La§E First Middle ^ ^Area cod e 

Address 


Artxrt of Deviation 

Do you want monthly report? _YES JO 
Date Signature 


I 






RECEIVED J 
TELETYPE UHl^ 

,!IquM 22 l’?z 


■'wtcc. 

.-TC-c. 




FEOERaI RURE^y 
OF IHVESTiGAl ION 



EHO 004‘''*3 l1’'2242 ^ 

RR HQ IP ME MM MO NO wF 
DE BH 

R 062242Z NOV 84 

! f 

!FM BIRMINGHAM (2-28) (P)' 
ID DIRECTOR ROUTINE 
INDIANAPOLIS ROUTINE 
[MEMPHIS ROUTINE 
MIAMI ROUTINE 
mBILE ROUTINE / 

t€W ORLEANS ROUTINE 

/ 

ll^'O ROUTINE •' 


d^CLAS ^ - 

ATTN: criminal INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION, DOMESTIC TERRORISM yNIT 

-—---1 _ ^ _ 

__ \ aka, I_|neutr^lity 

MATTER - EL SALVADOR, HONDuRIS, NICARAGUA; 00: BH. / 1 iP 

/ # X 

RE BH AIRTEL to THE BUREAU, DATED 0CT.rV2, I Mf (\ 


OirecAf’s Sec'y _ 



ON OCT. 31, 1984, A CONFIDENTIAL SOuR 


- 

or, WHOSE reliabi. 


:fnT:Ts. 


diKNOwN, advised THaT HE wAS CONTACTED RECENTLY BY THE SuBjECTN/P- 


THE SOURCE ADVISED THaT|_ 

h uses: UJCJ 

Ooj ///'/' 


inquiry aBOuT the POSSIBILITY^ 

a Jm/, I 


i 53 JAN?, 319 % 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED'^*'''^®"^'^ 
DAT F B YSPSfcl/oU 
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OF purchasing 
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BH 2-28 uNCLAS 


OF THIS material VJOULD BE BETWEEN $30,000 TO $35,000. 
that he INTENDED TO PaY FOR THIS MATERIAL WITH 


THE COST 
INDICATED 


ON OCT. 31, 1984, U.S. CUSTOMS SERVICE, MOBILE, AL, WAS CONTACTED 
PROVIDED WITH ABOVE INFO. REPRESENTIVES OF CUSTOMS SERVICE THERE 

are Familiar with the subject and believed that he is financing many 

OF HIS recent PURCHASES WITH MONEY HE HaS RECEIVED DURING NuMEROuS 
TV and radio appearances THROUGHOUT THE U.S. 

I-^ 

ON NOV. 5, 1984, A SECOND CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE ADVISED THaT 


Has received info, that a foreign government (probably the 


GOVERNMENT OF NICARAGUA) HaS CONTACTED A FOREIGN STUDENT (COUNTRY NOT 

and instructed HIM TO 


knowN) at 


NO additional info, concerning this info, is PRESENTLY AVAILABLE. 

ON NOV. 6,' 1984, THE SUBJECT WAS TELEPHONICaLLY aDVISED OF THE 

/©ovE information, 
administrative 

THE FIRST confidential SOURCE REFERRED TO IN THIS COMMUNICATION 
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b6 

b7C 

b7D 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 


IS 


THE SECOND CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE MENTIONED IN THIS COMMUNICATION 
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ala. bureau of investigation 


(ABI), HUNTSVILLE, AL. 

THE REPRESENTIVE OF U.S. CUSTOMS SERVICE CONTACTED ON OCT. 31, 1984, 


at mobile, AL, IS|_[ 

THE BH DIV. IS HOLDING ALL FURTHER INVESTIGATION IN THIS MATTER 
IN abeyance until a PROSECUTIVE OPINION IS RECEIVED FROM THE DEPT. 

CF JUSTICE. 

BT 
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FM: DIRECTOR, FBI 


PRECEDENCE: 





MESSAGE RELAY VIA TELETYPE 
(RESTRICTED USE) 


□ IMMEDIATE 


□ PRIORITY 




ROUTINE 




□ White House/WH/ 


®^ureau of Alcohol Tobacco Firearms/BATF/ 



□ Dept, of Energy HQS/DOEHQ/ 

□ Dept, of Energy Germantown DIV/DOE/ 

□ Dept, of JustIce/DOJ/ 

□ Dept, of State/DOS/ 

□ Dept, of the Army/DA/ 

□ Dept, of Treasury/DOT/ 





□ Director Naval Investigative Service/DIRNAVINSERV/ 

□ Drug Enforcement Admin./DEA/ 

□ FAA Washington HQ/FAA/ 

□ HQ AFOSI Bolling AFBDC/AFOSI/ 



□ Nuclear Regulatory Commission/NRC/ 


U.S. Customs Service/UCS/ 


□ U.S. Immigration & Naturalization Service/INS/ 
.S. Secret Service/USSS/ 


□ Defense Intelligence Agency/DIA/ 


□ Other; 


Classification: 







ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED^"'* 

nAT P R YS(>SCI( 


DO NOT FILE WITHOUT COMMUNICATIONS STAMP 


F Bl/DOJ 
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TRANSMIT VIA: 

□ Teletype 

□ Facsimile 

JO AIRTEL 


•# 


•jFBP -V 

PRECEDENCE: 

□ Immediate 

□ Priority 

□ Routine 





CLASSt^lWlON: 

□ TOPsic^RET 

□ SECRET 

□ CONFIDENTIAL 

□ UNCLASEFTO 

□ UNCLAS 
Date 


12/2Q/..S4 




TO: 

FROM:: 
SUBJECT; 


DIRECTOR, FBI (2-2681) 

ATTENTION: CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION, 

DOMESTIC TERRORISM UNIT 



b6 

b7C 


i A'i 


SAC, MEMPHIS (2-43) ^(RUC) 


aka 


NEUTRALITY MATTER - EL SALVADOR, 
HONDURAS, NICARAGUA 
00:BIRMINGHAM 


Re Memphis teletype to the Bureau and receiving 
offices, 12/5/84. 

X f - 1- 

Enclosed for^the Bureau are the original and 
four copies of an LHM dated and captioned as above. V-w’ j 

Enclosed for Birmingham are two copies and for each other 
office one copy of the JjHM. Attached to the Bureau, 

Birmingham, and New Orleans enclosures is a Commercial 
Appeal special report captioned, "Goin'' to War." 

The enclos^„iHM sets forth a series of articl 
appearing in the Comuteircial Appeal, the local Memphis, 

Tennessee, newspaper^^ during the period of December 4, 

1984, through DecembWr'^4, 1984. These articles were 
written by a staff reporter who traveled to Nicaragua 
and who reported on a group of Americajas trai^iing^^wj/th 
frs 4=" EKCLU^i*. 

(^Bureau (Enc. j^g.j.^ogjdgMobiM'tEnc. 1 

2-Birmingham (Enc. 2) i-New Orleans (Enc. 1) 

1-Indianapolis (Enc. 1) 1-Oklahoma City (Enc. l)nM 

1-Jackson (Enc. 1) 1-Memphis “ ' 

1-Jacksonville (Enc. 1) 

1-Miami (Enc. 1) 

JRF:jml 
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an elite group of rebels. The reported intention of the 
group was to enter Nicaragua during early 1985 to destroy 
strategic military targets to help even the balance of 
weapons between the rebels and Sandinistar.forces. 

Identified in the articles was the leader of the 
Americans , identified only as "Colonel FLOCO" from 
Alabama. Also identified was JIM TURNEY, Collierville, 
Tennessee; DAVID ORMOND, Corinth, Mississippi; BOB BRADFORD, 
Tallahassee, Florida; RICHARD THOMPSON, Lawton, Oklahoma; 
and TOM POSEY, founder of the CMA. Later articles reported 
the group had been sent back to the United States by 
the FDN as a result of the Commercial Appeal' s articles 
reporting the rebel camps were in Honduras, which fact 
had always been denied by Honduras. POSEY was quoted as 
denying the Americans intended to enter Nicaragua stating 
they were there to train the rebels to enter Nicaragua on 
long-range raids. 

No further investigation is being conducted at 
this time by the Memphis Division. 
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U.S. Departmeufli^justice 



f 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 


In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


b6 

b7C 


Memphis, Tenne s see 
December 20, 1984 


RE: I I 

NEUTRALITY MATTER - EL SALVADOR, 
HONDURAS, NICARAGUA 


During the period of December 4, 1984, through December 14, 
1984, a series of articles and photographs were printed in the 
Commercial Appeal , the local Memphis, Tennessee, newspaper, by 
staff reporter WILLIAM THOMAS and photographer RICHARD GARDNER. 

These articles cover the Nicaraguan guerrilla movement and its 
war with the government of Nicaragua. 

\ 

The articles reported a small group of Americans were 
in Honduras to train with an elite guerrilla unit of the Nicaraguan 
Democratic Front (FDN). The. articles.identified the leader of the 
American group only as "Colonel FLOCO," from Alabama. Also 
identified were JIM TURNEY, Collierville, Tennessee; DAVID 
ORMOND, Corinth, Mississippi; BOB BRADFORD, Tallahassee, Florida; 
RICHARD THOMPSON, Lawton, Oklahoma; and TOM POSEY, founder of the 
Civilian Military Assistance (CMA), Decatur, Alabama. The stated 
objective of the group, as reported by "Colonel FLOCO," was to 
enter Nicaragua sometime after the first of the year to destroy 
some strategic military targets to help even the balance of 
weapons between the rebels and Sandinista forces. 

An article appearing in the December 13, 1984, issue 
quoted TOMMY POSEY, Flint City, Alabama, one of the founders of 
the organization known as Civilian Military Assistance (CMA), that 
the group of Americans was sent back to the United States by the 
FDN because of the articles appearing in the Commercial Appeal . 

POSEY stated the FDN's reaction stemmed from the disclosure that 
the rebel organization is based on the Honduran side of the 
Nicaragua-Honduras border which has always been denied by Honduras. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your 
agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 
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POSEY also denied the Americans entered Honduras to prepare 
for a raid into Nicaragua. POSEY stated the reports from 
Honduras should have stated the Americans were there to train 
the rebels to go into Nicaragua on long-range raids. 

The following are the articles appearing in the 
Commercial Appeal ; 
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, REGA RDLESS of how RceaidaBt 
Reagan viewed their actions two 
months ago, the Americans who 
went to Honduras as private citizens 
to help fight communism will not go 
down in the history books along 
with American volunteers in the 
Royal Air Force. 

The Central American adven¬ 
ture of the Civilian Military Assis¬ 
tance, as it has been chronicled in 
the pages of The Commercial Appeal, 
was a messy affair. 

Two months ago, in an interview 
with editors of Scripps-Howard 
Newspapers, Reagan lauded the 
CMA’s self-appointed “freedom fight¬ 
ers” as following an honored tradi¬ 
tion of private American support for 
Just causes. 

But now administration spokes¬ 
men are saying what Reagan should 
have said then. 

“The CIA doesn’t control these 
guys and can’t really keep track of 
them, so they’re a wild card that 
could cause everyone serious prob¬ 
lems,” a senior national security offi¬ 
cial told The New York Times. 

THOSE PROBLEMS include: an 
added burden on U.S. forces, unnec¬ 
essary domestic controversy added 
to an issue that is already over¬ 
charged with emotion and mired in 
confusion, mixed signals to the Ni¬ 
caraguan government and adverse 
publicity for the anti-Sandinista Ni¬ 
caraguan Democratic Front (FDN). 

’Hie FDN obviously has felt the 
heat. Its leadership has asked — or 
perhaps ordered — the CMA contin¬ 
gent to go home. 

Reporter William lliomas of The 
Commercial Appeal, whose series of 
stories about the CMA focused na¬ 
tional attention on the group’s plan 
to participate in guerrilla strikes 
into Nicaragua, has quoted guerrilla 
leaders as saying that all they want¬ 
ed from the United States was the 
means to do their own fighting, not 
Americans to fight for or with Stem. 
They know this controversy hurts 
their chances of getting congres¬ 
sional approval of more aid. 

The controversy over the CMA 
and private American i nv o lv e m ent 







gesen^ in the Nicaraguan gu ee ri l- 
la war reflects overall public confu* 
Sion about U3. policy toward Central 
America. 

Many Americans are deeply con¬ 
cerned that the Reagan administra¬ 
tion may be planning to commit U.S. 
troops to that war or to escalate the 
fighting in some way that could 
cause a wider conflict throughout 
Central America. Although the com¬ 
parison is unjustified, some Ameri¬ 
cans claim that Nicaragua and El Sal¬ 
vador could entrap UjS. forces and 
policies Just as Vietnam did. 

The administration has ex¬ 
plained its Nicaragua policy specifi¬ 
cally and in the broader context of 
regional U.S. interests and strate¬ 
gies. But, if public opinion is a fair 
guide, the explanations have not 
been clear or detailed enough. 

The presence of U.S. troops and 
support facilities in Honduras does 
not mean that the administration 
has any intention of launching an at¬ 
tack on Nicaragua or participating 
on the ground in tiie Salvadoran 
fighting. That presence represents, 
rather, the kind of military pressure 
that has to go hand in hand with di¬ 
plomacy in the power politics dictat¬ 
ed by today’s international rivalries. 
Pressure and persuasion are neces¬ 
sary elements of overall policy, and 
neither works effectively without 
the other in relations with adversar¬ 
ies. To eliminate proper pressure, as 
some critics of the administration 
would do, would be to invite if not to 
accept defeat. 

THE GOALS AND methods of the 
administration must be clear if they 
are to receive wide public and con¬ 
gressional support. When the Presi¬ 
dent praised free-wheeling private 
intervention in a foreign conflict, 
without apparently being aware of 
the possible consequences of that in¬ 
tervention, he added to the confu¬ 
sion. 

And now the Nicaraguan guer¬ 
rillas have had to do what the admin¬ 
istration could not or did not do — 
persuade the private Americans to 
leave. That’s not a credible way to 
manage f oreign policy. 
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^ MICHAEL KELLEY 
aKHEt^YDEIBEL 

All American supporters of a 
Nicaraguan euerrilla move¬ 
ment are bacK in the United 
States now, a Collierville resi¬ 
dent involved in the effort said 
yesterday. 

.: l^nt. Jim Turney, a member of 
i^vilian Military Assistance, 
they were eager to return 
tO'the rebel camp near the Hon- 
duras-Nicaragua border, where 
they have been training “free¬ 
dom fighters” for their war 
against the Nicaraguan Sandin- 
ista government. 

“As |oon as eveiyl^y gets 

settl^ back in and reacclimat¬ 
ed we’ll meet and go into what 
our next moves will be,” Turney 
said. 

Meanwhile, in Washington, 
Uie State Derartment’s roving 
ambassador for Latin America 
nys he is unaware of any pres¬ 
sure Honduras may have put on 
the US. citizens to return home. 

Ambassador Otto Reich, coor¬ 
dinator of public diplomacy for 
Latin America and the Caribbe¬ 
an, echoed the statements of 
Honduran officials in Washing¬ 
ton and in its capital of Teguci¬ 
galpa about members of the Ala- 
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bsaa&diasied p*ir«imnt«rv. yroup 
. returning home. , 

Officials with the Ministry of 
the Presidency, the Honduran 
armed forces, immination and 
Honduras’ embassy in Washing¬ 
ton all said they knew of no offi¬ 
cial efforts to get CMA volunteers 
to leave. 

Tom Posey, a founder of the 
group, told The Commercial Ap¬ 
peal Wednesday that he and other 
U.S. civilians were sent home by 
the Nicaraguan Democratic Force 
(FDN) after the newspaper re- 
]^rted that the rebels’ base camps 
are on the Honduran side of the 
border. 

’’Honduras has always claimed 
(the rebels) are not in their 
country.” Posey said on returning 
to the United ^tes. 


Turney returned home Wednes¬ 
day night after a fli^t from Tegu¬ 
cigalpa. He said about a dozen 
Americans involved in the train¬ 
ing and supply of anti-Sandinista 
rebels have returned from Hon¬ 
duras in the last few days. 

’’All the Americans were disap¬ 
pointed they were not able to ful¬ 
fill their training missions,” Tur¬ 
ney said. ’’But we fullv intend to 
continue our support for the FDN 
and the freedom fighters in Nica¬ 
ragua. As soon as we’re allowed to, 
naturally we’re going to go back.” 

Turney was among several 
Americans interviewed by a re¬ 
porter for The Commercial Ap¬ 
peal in November at a Nicaraguan 
Democratic Force camp near the 
Honduras-Nicaragua border. 

’The interviews resulted in a re¬ 
port by The Commercial Appeal, 

published Dec. 4 , that the Ameri¬ 
cans, led by an Alabama resident 
who goes by the name of ’Colonel 
Flaco* in Central America, were 
preparing for a commando raid 
into Nicaragua. 

’That story, which placed the 
camp on the Honduras side of the 
border, resulted in the expulsion 
of all Americans from the FDN 
camp, said Posey of Flint Caty, Ala. 
Posey also said Ae Americans had 
no plans to participate directly in 
the war. 

’Turney said he would not dis¬ 
pute Posey’s version of the events. 

”It’s the policy of CMA that Tom 
Posey’s the head of the CMA and 
that statement’s already been 
made through Tom Posey,” he 
said. 

The story, however, ’’informed 
the American public of the ex- 






trekBfiJbasd conditions th^ people 
are living in and fighting in to re¬ 
gain their freedom,’’ ’Turney said, 
“and if it does nothing else, it’s 
worth that.’’ 

’Turney said ’Colonel Flaco’ had 
left the camp for Tegucigalpa, 
leaving him in charge of the 
American contingent, when the 
story was published. 

"I received direct orders from 
Colonel Flaco to withdraw the en¬ 
tire American contingency, and 
under those conditions that’s ex¬ 
actly what we did,’’ he said. 

According to CMA and FDN re¬ 
ports, the Americans were ejected 
and the forward base camp closed 
to reporters after ’The Commer¬ 
cial Appeal article mentioned its 
location inside Honduras. 

Bill Kurtis of CBS News, who 
has been preparing an article 
dealiiu with the CMA for New 
York Times Magazine, told ’The 
Commercial Appeal yesterday, 
however, that he encountered 
some hostility but was admitted to 
the camp two days after The 
Commrcial Appeal story was pub¬ 
lished. 

According to officials of both 
organizations, any mention that 
the camp is located in Honduras 
causes iwlitical repercussions in 
Tegucigalpa, the capital city of 
Honduras. 

“Hopefully,” said Turney, “the 
Hondurans will realize that any 
time that the American public 
can get a closer Inside view of the 
actual situation, that will be a 
positive step forward for the FDN 
and the government of Hondu¬ 
ras.” 

In Washington, FDN spokesman 
Mario Calero said that “the host 
country (Honduras) is not very 
happy.” 

Bruce Bishop of the Washing¬ 
ton-based Central America Pro¬ 
ject said he could not confirm ru¬ 
mors of rising Honduran hostility 
toward U.S. civilian involvement 
with the FDN during three weeks 
in the area. 

As for U.S. policy and the State 
Department attitude toward civil¬ 
ian volunteers. Ambassador 
Reich restated what he told ’The 
Commercial Appeal as recently as 
last week; They haven’t changed. 

“We’ve said all along that these 
people are operating on their 
own,” he said, adding that the de¬ 
partment “cannot go beyond what 
the President said” about their 
pr esence in Central America in a 
redSfimterview. 
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By MICHAEL KELLEY __ 

*hie I^icaraguan Democratic Front 
(FDN) is sending home a group of 
Americans who told The Commercial 
Appeal last month they were in Hondu¬ 
ras preparing for a commando-like raid 
into Nicaragua, an American connected 
with the operation said yesterday. 

Tommy Posey of Flint City, Ala., one of 
the founders of an American organiza¬ 
tion known as Civilian Militaiy Assis¬ 
tance, said the Americans are being sent 
home because of news reports about the 
preparations. 

He said the FDN reaction stemmed 
from The Commercial App^’s disclo¬ 
sure that the rebel organization is based 
on the Honduran side of the Nicaragua- 
Honduras border. “Honduras has always 
claimed (the rebels) are not in their 
country,” he said. 

The presence of FDN base camps in 
Honduras has long been known to ob¬ 
servers and participants in the conflict, 
however, and many reports have re¬ 
ferred to strikes at targets controlled by 
the Sandinista government of Nicaragua 
by “Honduran-based rebels.” 

Posey also denied that the Americans 
entered Honduras in November to pre¬ 
pare for a raid into Nicaragua. Ameri¬ 
cans who arrived in Honduras while a 
reporter-photographer team from The 
‘Commercial Appeal was present, how¬ 
ever, had armed themselves and begun a 
series of meetings within hours of gath¬ 
ering at an FDN training base. 

The New York Times today reported 
mounting concern at the State Depart¬ 
ment and Central Intelligent Agency 
about the involvement of private Ameri¬ 
can citizens in Nicaraguan rebel opera¬ 
tions. 

The CIA, according to administration 
officials, is particularly concerned that 
the Americans could become involved 
in an incident that would increase al¬ 
ready tense relations between Washing¬ 
ton and Managua and undermine any 
hope of obtaining congressional approv¬ 
al for a resumption of US. aid to the in¬ 
surgents, the Times said. 

"The CIA doesn’t control these guys 
and can’t really keep track of them, so 
they’re a wild card that could cause ev¬ 
eryone serious problems,” the Times 
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qmtfduMte senior national secBrttyiOffi- 
cial as saying. 

Sen. Jim Sasser (D'Tenn.) voiced con¬ 
cern about the veterans yesterday. **It’s a 
very dangerous precedent to have pri¬ 
vate citizens conducting combat opera¬ 
tions against a government that the 
United States has diplomatic relations 
with/' he told the Times. "These men are 
obviously very patriotic and brave, but I 
think their efforts are misguided. 

“There’s also a danger of being taken 
prisoner,” Sasser, added. “Then what is 
policy of the United States? It could put 
us in a difficult spot and even piUl us 
into some sort of shooting *i(far with Nica¬ 
ragua.” 

A leader of the American commandos 
whojgoes by the name of ‘Colonel Flaco’ 
spoke openly in tape-recorded conversa¬ 
tions about the assault plan with a re¬ 
porter for The Commer<^ Appeal, and 
it was confirmed by other members of 
the heavily armed war party. One said he 
planned to be in Central American 
month, another for three months. 

“What (the reports from Honduras 
should have said Is that they were there 
with the Nicaraguans to train them to go 
into Nicaragua on long-range raids and 
everything,” Posey said. “I think it was 
just lack of interpretation or under¬ 
standing down there.” 

As a result of the disclosures hjr The 
Commercial Appeal, Posey said, Ameri- 
ca.ns are being sent home from Hondu- 
ras and diher news reporters UrBUBltig 
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Hfejpied ftwtry to the reht^hcenq^. 

Posey said he was among the 
Americans who had to return to 
the United States because of the 
news reports, arriving home lastj 
weekend. I 

He said he had no intention of 
engaging in combat in Central 
America. During his most recent 
visit, he said, "I went down to 
work on a few weapons, to get 
them into operation — American- 
made military rifles." 


Among the Americans return¬ 
ing to the United States from Hon¬ 
duras is Collierville resident Jim' 
Turney, whosd wife, Debbie, said 
she talked with her husband . 
Tuesday afternoon. ; 

"He called and said they were i 
on their way,” she said. Turney! 
had not arrived by yesterday] 
afternoon, however, and it was 
unknown how many other Ameri¬ 
cans were returning from the 


camp. 

i-Mario Calero, an PDN represen¬ 
tative in the United States who 
also has denied that Americans 
^panned to fight in the conflict, 
ebould not confirm or deny the 
£nericans are being brought 
&me. 

g"That’s something you’ll have 
9 find out on your own," he said. 
£;Publication of a map showing 

i e training camp location in 
>nduras, however, hurt the 
SDN, he said. 

jJI^’The host country,” Calero said, 
Qsrxec3£.a&gry." 
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WASltlNGTON (UPI) — AnXAtiMd 
Amy general organizing training for 
Central American armies and aid to Ni¬ 
caraguan rebels said yesterday the reb¬ 
els have been receivi^ at least SSOO.OOO 
a month from private aouroas. 

Retired Maf. Gen. John finglaub said 
the aid was sent u> rebels ofthe Hondu¬ 
ras-based Nicaranian Democratic Force 
and a faction of the Costa Rica-based 
Democratic Revolutionary Alliance. 

Singlaub. president of the World Anti- 
Communist League. also said the rebels 
fi ghting to overthrow Nicaragua’s lef¬ 
tist government are now *in a survival 
mode." 

Though he would not give a total for 
the amount of money raised, he said he 
and other citizens have raised some 
SSOO.OOO a month for the rebels since 
Congress cot off CIA funds for their sup¬ 
port 

Singlaub would not say who has sup¬ 
plied the aid. 

Justice Department spokesman John 
Russell said efforts by US citizens to 
raise humanitarian aid for the rebels 
does not violate the Neutrality Act He 
also ssid that "as far as I know, there’s 
no violation” of the law in private fi¬ 
nancing for a foreign military force, 
even if that force is trying to overthrow 
a foreign government 

peaking of the Nicaraguan rebels, 
Sin^ub said: "What they need now is 
assistance in buying the weapons, the 
bullets, the clothing" to equip new re¬ 
cruits. He said the rebels also are trying 
to obtain anti-aircraft weapons. 

In 1977, Sin^ub was relieved of his 
command as chief of staff of US forces 
in Sooth Korea aftei publicly criticizing 
President Carter’s plans to pull out 
32.000 US ground troops. 
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TEGUCIGALPA, Rondoru — 
Like almost eveiyone who goes to 
war against the CommtuuiRs in 
Nicaragna, the man who claims to 
be the ori^nal American goerril- 
la is known by a code name. 

‘They call me Tanther,* ** he 
said, in a soft Soathwestem drawl 
that he claims he developed in 
Florida, not Texas. 

T put in 20 years in nnblic ser¬ 
vice In the U.S. before I retired to 
go fishing in the Yncatan,** he 
said. TlUled fishing bat I kept 
reading about this onsineas (m 
Nicaragua) and 1 said, Tm going 
down there and see what the is 
going on.’ ” 

' Panther’s way of Wwding ont 
arhat was happening in Central 
America was toJ<Mn the CIA- 
backed gaerrllla rorces who are 
fighting the Sandlnista govern- 
Bimt troops in Nicaragaa. Since 
his arrivat he said, he has been 
on two military strikes inside the 
ooantry. 


T Jast came back from a foar- 
month tour down Uiere," said Gie 
S^year•old former Marine, who 
teld *1110 Commercial Aap^ he 
hoped next to Join a small group 
of private Americans who arrived 
at a rebel training base recently 
to organize a commando-like 


strike team to go after Communist 
military targets. 

Despite the arrival of the 
Americans, an official of the Ni¬ 


caraguan Democratic Force 
(PDN), which is conducting the 
war against the Sandinistas, de¬ 
nied reports the Americans will 
actually participate in the shoot¬ 
ing war. He said private American 
ci wns are simply collecting sup¬ 
plies and assisting in the tralnlitg 
of PDN troops. 

The FDN official, Mario Calero, 
told The Birmingham News that 
allowing Americans to become in- 
'volved in combat could result in a 
violation of the Neutrality Act. ”I 
am very wary of breaking any of 
jrour laws — I am a gaest in your 
country,” he said. 

' Dmlte the statement. Panther 
told Ine Commercial Appeal that 
at least one American alnady has 
been tnvolved in the fighting4n 
Niaasssae for some time. 
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here, bat IhavenX" he said. *lfay- 
be rm the only one.” 

Panther has written an excln- 
live first-person account of his ex¬ 
periences as a gnerrllla warrior 
In the FDN. This account will be 
^blished by The Commercial Ap¬ 
peal tomorrow in a special section 
devoted to the Nicaraguan situa¬ 
tion. 

An unusual document. It was 
written by hand In a primitive 
hospital compound where 
panuter Is recovering from foot 

{ roblems Incurred while he was 
a combat In Nicaragua with one 
of the PDN's top commanders. 

*Tt*8 heU," Panther said, of his 
experience. ”Not the combat part 
but the other. I thought I was go¬ 
ing to starve to death and my feet 
liked to kill me. I went down there 
and wore one uniform for four 
months. When I come back It was 
hanging on me in rags. Son, you 
ought to see them people — they 
got no boots. That’s what’s wrong 
with my feet Ihey’re Just healing 
up." 

Panther, who said he went into 
Nicaragua weighing 190 pounds, 
came out 45 pounds lighter. "I’m 
still wearing 30-incb britches,” he 
said, "I ain’t wore (that size) since 
I was 16 years old. All them boys 
come back skin and bones. Next 
time, I want a good pair of boots, 
some socks, a poncho liner and a 
damn hammock. 

"I been pa)rin’ in taxes for 30 
years, but they (the United 
States) ain’t spending nothin’ 
here. You ought to see some of the 
equipment them boys have — and 
no resupply. Old cartridge cases 
that look like World War I, Just 
falling apart It’s pitiful. But man, 
they stuf go.” 

So does Panther. Asked how 
long he intends to stay, he sa id. 
"gyiitSOB is over.” -- 
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TWO . MONTHS aso President 
Httgan^old a group of Scripi^How- 
ard editors that he saw nothing 
wrong with volunteer Americans go- 
ing to Central America to help rebels 
fighting to overthrow the govern¬ 
ment in Nicaragua. 

Perhaps encouraged in part by 
his comments, a small (so far) group 
of Americans — armed with auto¬ 
matic weapons and a belief in the 
rightness of the cause — is going to 
Central America to assist the Nicara¬ 
guan Democratic Front (FDN), a reb¬ 
el coalition that is trying to over¬ 
throw the Communist-backed San- 
dinista government. Some Mid- 
Southerners, including at least one 
Memphian, seem attracted to the 
fight 

The first members of a civilian 
paramilitary team, most of them for¬ 
mer veterans, arrived in Honduras a 
few weeks ago to train for what they 
say will be a commando-like strike 
into Nicaragua early next year. Trav¬ 
eling with them were William Thom¬ 
as and Richard Gardner, a reporter 
and photographer for The Omomer- 
cial Appeal. The story they brought 
back is spellbinding and disturbi^. 

WHAT ARE armed American ci¬ 
vilians doing in Honduras? What do 
they hope to accomplish? What dip¬ 
lomatic and militai 7 repercussions 
could their presence have? 

Federal law prohibits private 
military actions initiated from 
American soli against countries with 
which this nation is not at war. In a 
letter to the Senate Foreign Rela¬ 
tions Committee earlier this year, 
the Justice Department said that the 
law does not apply to foreign adven¬ 
tures “organized and launched" out¬ 
side U.S. borders. 

That rather loose interpretation 
of the law, coupled with the Presi¬ 
dent’s personal views on aid to the 
FDN rebels in Honduras, apparently 
was all the encouragment some 
Americans needed to accept a free 
plane ride to the Central American 
jungle. 

One of the Americans, an Ala¬ 
bamian known only as “Colonel 
Flaco,” described why he feels justi¬ 
fied in participating in the venture. 
He said administration criticisms of 
last month’s election in Nicaragua 
have convinced him there is no legi¬ 
timate government in Nicaragua to 
overthrow. - - 






Some people are qoe at lea ia g 
whetlier they have any business in 
Central America, says Flaco: "The 
hell it*s not our business. If the line 
is not drawn, in five years we could 
be defending Arizona.” 

Flaco says he and the others are 
there not for the money (he claims 
there is none), but for the honor of 
fighting communism. Those are no¬ 
ble sentiments. But are Flaco and his 
fellow soldiers, however honorable 
their motives, performing a service 
for this countiy, or are they posing a 
threat by provoking the Nicaraguan 
government into action across its 
border? 

In Washington, a political affairs 
counselor for the Nicaraguan gov¬ 
ernment said his nation wul consid¬ 
er the U3. government responsible 
if Flaco and his men carry out their 
threat to Invade Nicaragua: “It is the 
duty and obligation of the United 
States under international law to pot 
a stop to this kind of activity.” 

FBI spokesman Lane Bonner 
says that “planning to go on com¬ 
mando raids and going on comman¬ 
do raids are two different things." 
He’s right, of course. By discussing 
their plans in advance, ^co and his 
men may be trying to use the publi¬ 
city to recruit more American sol¬ 
diers or to raise money for the cause. 
Regardless of their intentions, these 
armed adventurers should be seen 
as a potential threat to world peace. 

WHAT FLACO and his men real¬ 
ly plan to do, however, may be less 
important than the administration’s 
reaction to them. Not only are the 
President’s comments last month 
that this country has a “well-estab¬ 
lished tradition” of allowing or en¬ 
couraging private citizens to join 
foreign wars short-sighted and erro¬ 
neous, but the administration’s lack¬ 
adaisical attitude toward the Ameri¬ 
cans who have gone to Central 
America may be creating as well an 
international monster over which it 
will have no control. 

Flaco and his men will discover 
soon enough that there are no free 
rides. How long will it take the ad¬ 
ministration to see that only trained 
diplomats should work toward sta¬ 
bility in Central America? It is set¬ 
ting a dangerous precedent to look 
on with amusement at well-inten- 
SiQQetL,naive men playing at war. 
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THOMAS 

*■ TEGUCIGALPA, Honduras — The 
^tteiTilla war that has attracted a small, 
private band of Americans to Ae jun¬ 
gles of Honduras and Nicaragua is with¬ 
out pomp or cereinony.. 

^ Here are ho ndlitary bands, no drums, 
no bugles, no snappy paradefi with col¬ 
umn after column of smartly-dressed 
sdldiers marching past reviewing 
stands with flags waving, brass shining 
^d John Philip Sousa sounding the 

^On the contrary, the Nicaraguan 
Democratic Force (PDN) has tielded a 
ragtag army composed mainly of peas¬ 
ants who wear whatever pieces oi uni¬ 
forms they can get and sup across the 
border Wth whatever weapons that 
happeh%have been captured from the 
Communist-backed Sandinistas. 

For the most part, the guerrillas leave 
Quietly at dawn — in parties of 20 or 
tnore — moving out of Honduran base 
hainps while the mist is still low in the 
mountains, past cook shacks that are 
Just beginning to come to life; past new 
volunteer troops that are just falling 
out for the day for the most basic kind 
of training before they themselves go 
back into the country. 

_Not all are Nicaraguans. 

One recent morning, for example, 
three Cubans joined a ^errilla patrol 
for five days across the §order. One was 
identified as Haber Matos, 66, who was 
with F^del Castro in the early days pf 
the Cuban revolution. When trouble de¬ 
veloped between the two men, Castro 
imprisoned Matos for 20 years/Since his 
release in 1979, Matos has be^n looking 
for ways to strike back at Castro. 

' “We come here to show that not all 
Cubans are on the side of the Commun¬ 
ists,” said Felix Toledo, who acts as in¬ 
terpreter for Matos, a former professor. 
“We believe if Castro is involved on the 
other (Sandinista) side then we should 
be involved on tto side.” 

“"The CubaM were issued guns, am¬ 
munition and bags of beans and rice to 
sustain them in the jungle. Then, in rec¬ 
ognition of Matos’ age and status, .they 
were given donkejrs to ride on the trail 
behind a small force of about 22 guerril- 


TOey rode off into the mist — the ag- 
Ipg kutos looking like Don Quixote — 
ttvo da 3 rs before the first members of an 
American paramilitary group aifrived. 
The Americans, including Some 
members of the Alabama-based Civil¬ 
ian-Military Assistance (CMA), ^noun- 
ced they, too, had hopes of going into 
Nicaragua as soon as a commando-like 
team^could be trained. 







By Richord Gord 
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By WILUA M THOMAS 

U«tf Rtpeiitr 

TEGUCIGALPA, Honduras—If yon want to come to 
the war in Nicararoa—and there are those who do— 
the man to see is Mario Calero, the fixer. 

Calero is a 6>foot'2. 220-ponQd, hard-smoldnx, fast* 
talking, tongh-hargaining, Reagan-boosting, Ameri* 
canized Nicaraguan who lives In a |>leasant, lower 
middle<Iass neighborhood ih Kenner, La., a few 
miles from the New Orleans airport. 

Although somebody else’s name appears on his 
mailbox, there is nothing about the house to indicate 
this is the checkpoint through which tons of suimlies 
and a steady stream of people pass on their way from 
the United States to the Nicaraguan border. It’s also 
the place where the FIW newspaper. Boletin, is 
launched. 

Calero, a wheeler*dealer with a gruff but straight¬ 
forward manner, is a man with connections in high 
places: His brother is Adolfo Calero, the president and 
commandante of the Nicaraguan Democratic Force 
(PDN). which is conducting the war against the Com¬ 
munist-backed Sandinista government. 

It was Mario Calero, proud of his service as a U.S. 
Marine, who gave the speech at a Memphis VFW post 
Aug. 1 that was responsible for an ill-fated trip to the 
Nicaraguan war zone by six Mid-Southerners. Two of 
them were killed when the helicopter in which they 
were riding was shot down Sept 1. 

It was also Calero who arranged for a private group 
of Americans to fly to Honduras just a few days ago to 
start training an integrated special forces team for a 
commando raid into Nicaragua soon after the first of 
the year. 

If that raid comes to pass, it will be a dramatic esca¬ 
lation by private US citizens who until now have 
claimed that their only role in the war has been to 
offer training and to collect medical and other non¬ 
combat supplies for FDN’s anti-Communist forces. 

Probably the most active organisation taking this 
position was Civilian Military Assistance (CMA), the 
Alabama-based paramilitary group beaded by Deca¬ 
tur produce dealer Tom Posey. Aithough Posey has 
maintained that the CMA has done nothing more than 
round up field supplies and give advice, many of the 
people now planning to get into the shooting war are 
CMA members. Among them is Jim Turney of Collier- 
Nnlle, regional director of the CMA. 

Turney and two other CMA members from the Mem¬ 
phis area — Lou McKnight, a truck driver, and David 
Ormand, a nurse — delivered a load of medical sup¬ 
plies to Calero just a week before they were scheduled 
to leave for Honduras on what has turned out to be a 
mission to go into Nicaragua. (Only McKnight stayed 
behind to work on a cargo plane recently purchased 
by the FDN for S60,000.) 

Before leaving for the Nicaraguan-Honduras bor¬ 
der, the Americans met with Calero and the man who 
says he will command a mixed special forces team 
when it goes after strategic military targets in Nicara- 

B iia. The man calls himself ‘Jack’ when he is in the 
nited States and ‘Colonel Flaco’ when he is in Cen¬ 
tral America. 

Meetings took place both in Calero's home outside 
New Orleans and at the nearby Contempra Motel. Ilie 
CMA and FDN do so much business at the motel that 
members are given special rates. Their identities are 
carefully guarded. 

Flaco is the motel’s most mysterious guest. Not only 
is he a close friend of Calero’s, he also has the respect 
of Enrique Bermudez, the director of military opera¬ 
tions for FDN’s guerrilla army. Both men guard Fla- 
co’s identity as if it were a military secret. 

•Unieu-t) reporter for Ihe Commercial Affwansked 







Ctlo r o i ' ■aVho’s Jack,” be w as t o ld. 
"Don't ask.” 

This much is known: He is man 
in his late 30s or early 40s of very 
slight build, which explains the 
Spanish nickname, which meaxis 
thin. He speaks with a soft South¬ 
ern voice, and drives an expen¬ 
sive new van with Alabama 
plates. His hair is grayish and cut 
short. He has pale olue eyes and a 
trim brown mustache. He carries 
money from El Salvador and Hon¬ 
duras. And he has a gift for dodg¬ 
ing cameras. 

"It's not that I’m hiding from 
anything,” be said. "It's just that 
I’m in enough danger already.” 
When pressed, he said, “You’re 
trying to nail me down. I don’t 
want to make it look like there’s 
this exalted American person 
down there (Central America) 
that’s got this mystique about him 
and people want to come down 
and fight for me. It’s not me. It’s 
always we.” 

Nevertheless Flaco was clearly 
in charge of everything except 
getting the supplies and the peo- 

C le to Honduras. And that was Ca- j 
jro’s job. I 

He does it with connections 
with TACA International Air- ‘ 
lines, where be is on the friend¬ 
liest terms. Whenever people are 
flying to Tegucigalpa, the Hon¬ 
duran capital, for the FDN, Calero 
is able to get the airlines to carry 
an extraordinary amount of bag¬ 
gage in their names. What’s more, 
the baggage goes through cus¬ 
toms in Honduras like a wisp of , 
smoke, virtually untouched, if ' 
seen at all. \ 

At the airport men and supplies 
are met by FDN officials who | 
quickly spirit them away to a 
highly secret base on the out-1 
skirts of the city, only a day’s jour-' 
ney from the border. And the war. 

A reporter and a photographer 
for The Commercial Ap^l have 
just returned from the HODduran- 
Nicaraguan border where they 
covered the rebels who are wag¬ 
ing a guerrilla war against the 
Communist-backed government 
of Nicaragua. While there they 
discovered a avup of Americans 
preparing to join a special forces 
team in a commando-like raid 
into Nicaragua. This story is 
b ased on th eir finding s, alone th e 
bdfdST. ’ 
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}Mule train heads for Nicaraguan border with supplies for FDN guerrilla troops 


’V ’ • •■^ 7 ' ■ 

^_V ' ^ 








Mario Calero, in Louisiana, ponders problems 
e rf w i p p lying an army. " 
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Stcff ITcporttfr 

TEGUCIGALPA, Honduras — The last walk¬ 
ing stick usM by James Powell of Memphis is 
being kept, like a valued military trophy, in 
the jungle headquarters of the commander of 
the guerrilla war against the government of 
Nicaragua. 

Powell, one of two Americans killed when 
their helicopter was shot down a few miles 
inside Nicaragua on Sept. 1, left the stick be¬ 
hind when he took off for the scene of an at¬ 
tack on a Sandinista military training school. 

To Enrique Bermudez, the man who heads 
the military command for the Nicaraguan 
Democratic Force (FDN), Powell’s stick sym¬ 
bolizes his sacrificeHHrt tt also stands as a 
vivid reminder of the political dangers in al¬ 
lowing Americans to b^me involved in the 
shooting war. 

Those dangers took on added weight in the 
last few days after The Commercial Appeal's 
disclosure that a private group of Americans 
are Joining a commando team that plans to go 
after key military targets in Nicaragua early 
next year. 

Bermudez, who was interviewed shortly be¬ 
fore that plan was made public, said American 
involvement in the war is a touchy issue that 
has worried the FDN ever since the deaths of 
Powell, a Vietnam veteran who used the cane 
because of an injured back, and Dana Parker, 
a Huntsville, Ala., policeman. 

At the time of their deaths. Bermudez said, 
“we were very worried that American person¬ 
nel were involved because the U.S. election 
campaign was coming up, and we feared po¬ 
litical adversaries would attack President 
Reagan's Central American policy.’’ 

(Since Reagan has been a staunch support¬ 
er of covert aid for the FDN, Bermudez did not 
want to do anything to hurt the President’s 
chances for re-election. Although Congress 
has shut off the aid, the FDN is sure Reagan is 
the key to getting that aid restored by March. 
The night Reagan was re-elected, the whole 
camp celebrated by firing thousands of 
rounds of precious ammunition into the air.) 

What happened to Powell and Parker, Ber¬ 
mudez says, was the result of a coincidence — 
they happened to be training a helicopter pi¬ 
lot at this particular jungle base at the same 
time an air attack was being made on the San¬ 
dinista military school. 

“We already had that operation going on, 
and they asked us to participate in that mis¬ 
sion," Bermudez said. “They wanted to go. I 
told them it was very risky, very dangerous. 
They said they know the risk, they want to 
he i p .t’ - * -^ --- 
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Although Bemudez insists thevohjactive 
was a rescue mission, he said the helicopter 
was definitely armed. "We had to have the 
capacity to make the rescue,” he said. "If a 
plane was shot down in an area controlled by 
the Sandinistas, the helicopter had to have 
some weapons to give cover fire for the res¬ 
cue. For that reason the helicopter was armed 
with rockets.” 

. The destruction of the helicopter was noth¬ 
ing short of disaster for the n)N. Not only 
were two Americans and one Nicaraguan pi¬ 
lot killed, the crash cost the PDN its only heli¬ 
copter. Since then, supplying troops across 
the border has been an ordeal. The ufair also 
stirred up a controversy over American parti¬ 
cipation m the war. 

wrmudez says this question is a lot more 
significant than the uproar over the CIA’s 
guerrilla warfare manual—the one that gave 
new meaning to the word "neutralize.” As it 
turns out, the manual was never used in the 
training of peasant troops who make up more 
than 90 percent of the FDN forces. For those 
people the war is without psychological subt- 
l6ti0S. 

"It was a scandal for nothing," Bermudez 
said. "We have a very short time to train peo¬ 
ple (no more than two months before they go 
back into Nicaragua). We already know how 
to behave with the population. We have been 
able to keep the popular support. The popula¬ 
tion is friendly. & the manual was not impor¬ 
tant to teach us what we been doing before 
the manual.” 

The subject of Americans engaging in the 
shooting war is another matter — one that 
Bermudez sees as fraught with political pit- 
falls. 

"We condemn the Sandinistas for bringing 
internationalists from everywhere in the 
world to participate in the army and the gov¬ 
ernment. So we proclaim that our army is the 
real Nicaraguan army because it is composed 
of Nicaraguans. If we start to use foreigners, 
that will give us less power to attack the San- 
dinistas/' 

Although Bermudez appa^ntly feels out¬ 
siders can help most by ^ving aid, supplies 
and technical training, he did not to close thie 
door on Americans going into Nicaraguk 
shooting. 

"We have to be very cautious,” he said. "It 
can bring us some problems, at least in this 
stage of the fight. But in a more advanced 
phase, that might change." In fact, he added, 
I think that (American) participation in 
combat could happen in the future.^’ 

Thus Bermudez left the door open for 
American citizens to get into the fight at the 
right time. 

It was time not long in coming. A day or so 
after he made those statements, the firm 
members of an American paramilitary group 
ar rived at t he base — and slipped th rouM th e 






A reporter and a photographer for The Cam - 
mbreiBl ApMal have just returned from the 
Hondaran-Nicaraguan border, where they 
covered the rebels who are wapngaguerrtlla 
war against the Communist-bacied govern¬ 
ment of Nicaragua. While there they discov¬ 
ered a group of Americans preparing to Join a 
special forces team in a commando-like raid 
,into Nicaragua. This story is based on the ir 
fi ndings an the border^ _ ^ 
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By Richard Gor^net 

Russian rocket launcher part of Bermudez’^ arsenal 
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ByJAME SW.BROSNAN 1 . 

andlOWY DEIBEL ^- 

rrom Tht Comm«rd«l A jptt t 
tuTMu 

WASHINGTON — The U^. government 
has a ’’duty" to prevent a civilian group 
from launching commando attacks against 
Nicaragua, a top Nicaraguan embassy offi¬ 
cial said yesterday. 

Reagan administration officials said 
there is nothing they can do about US. citi¬ 
zens making paramilitary plans once they 
nre outside this country, however. 

Francisco Campbell, political affairs 
counselor here for Nicaragua's Sandinista 

f ovemment, said his nation will consider 
l^ashington responsible if US. volunteers 
carry out their threat to enter Nicaragua 
early next year to destroy strategic mili¬ 
tary targets. 

llie leader of the paramilitary outfit, an 
Alabamian code-named Colonel Floco, told 
The Commercial Appeal he hopes to re¬ 
cruit as many as 30 US. volunteers to join 
70 Nicaraguan rebels, known as Contras, 
for an elite commando unit. At least 10 
Americaxis, including Floco and members 
of the Civilian Military Assistance group 
based in the Mid-South, already are in Hon¬ 
duras preparing for the strikes. 

“It is the doty and obligation of the U.S. 
•''^under -taint^frt tonal lew to put a stop to 
ki(u! pf CampbeH. 

V.. HeOda&t F^eagan has encour 

aged the paramilitary action, Campbell 
said. He was referring to an October inter¬ 
view Reagan gave Scrlpns-Howard editors 
in which be said that tne actions of U5. 
citizens aiding the Contras were in the 
“long, honorable tradition" of the nation 
and that be would be Inclined not to inter¬ 
fere. 

White House officials yesterday referred 
inquiries about citizen commando raids 
against Nicaragua to the State Department. 
Spokesmen there said it is the Justice De¬ 
partment’s re^nsibility to look into the 
legality of civilian involvement in foreign 
conflicts involving countries with which 
the United States is at peace. 

At the J ustice Department, spokesatan 


I'ir 
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, ■lolm-Aussell professodLJter- 
wnal surprise at the civilian 
group's presence in Central 
America at the apparent escala¬ 
tion of U.S. volunteer involve¬ 
ment, which has been confined 
to helping equip and train Con¬ 
tra forces. 

However, Russell said that, 
based on press reports, “there’s 
nothing we can do. If they’re 
out of the country we can’t 
bring any action.” 

He also referred questions to 
the Federal Bureau of Investi¬ 
gation. which has been moni¬ 
toring the activities of Civilian 
Military Assistance. 

“We are not going to com¬ 
ment on ongoing investiga¬ 
tions or what we know about 
Jhese groups,” FBI spokesman 
-Lane Bonner said. Once the FBI 
completes any investigation, 
8e added, “the Justice Depart¬ 
ment makes the decision 
whether to prosecute.” 
t Bonner also said that “plan- 
ijing to go on commando raids 
nd going on commando raids 
we two different things.” 
t The Justice Department posi- 
non, outlined in a letter this 
all to the Senate Foreign Rela¬ 
tions Committee, is that federal 

8 w prohibits military expedi- 
ons from being mounted 
fl’om U.S. soil but does not bar 
i^sistance to foreign adven- 
tmres “organized and 
launched’* outside U.S. 
Borders. The letter also said 
that prosecutors would have to 
prove that any group was orga- 
i$zed or financed with the “in¬ 
tent” to participate in armed 
hostilities. 

I The letter was prompted by 
^partisan concern in the 
House and Senate over the ap¬ 
parent increase in citizen in- 
vjjlvement since Congress vot¬ 
ed to suspend covert aid to the 
Hicaraguan Contras. Reagan 
liust go back to Congress in 
Ifarcb if he wants more money 
fa Mh e- G ontras. .. . 











tJ>>p Btll AIexander _(D-ArK ) 
y^erday saw the statements 

S Floco as just a continuation 
the Reagan administration’s 
‘>ar” against Nicaragua. 

I “They are exporting terror¬ 
ism and violence against inter¬ 
national law and the intent of 
Clongress. They (the volun¬ 
teer^ are terrorists, paid mer- 
chrnaries. Just because the 
President condones it does not 
make it right.” 

!Bosco Matamoras, the spokes- 
i^an for the Nicaraguan Demo¬ 
cratic Force in Washington, 
said that despite the plans by 
t(e U5. civilians be does not 
foresee a change in the rebel 
croup’s policy against using 
f oreigner s in combat. .. 







Misfortune tarnishes 


Honduran adventure. 
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QyJKlLLJAM THOMAS 


TEGUCIGALPA, Honduras — Hewas.a 
soldier of misfortune, and already his 
bad luck has caused trouble for a group 
of Americans and their plan to join the 
shooting war in Nicarag^. 

That plan — a commando-like raid on 
Communist military targets early next 
year—was made public by The Commer¬ 
cial Appeal yesterday after the newspa¬ 
per learned that the first members of a 
civilian paramilitary team have arrived 
at a jungle training base a few miles 
from the Nicaraguan border. The base is 
operated by the Nicaraguan Democratic 
Force (FDN) which is waging a guerrilla 
war against the Sandinista government. 

Among the first American volunteers 
10 arrive in Honduras — and the first to 
leave a few days later — was a pistol- 
wielding misadventurer from Lawton, 
Okla., named Richard Thompson. Like 
frte other Americans, Thompson said he 
is a war veteyan but no longer has any 
connection with the U.S. government. 

Thompson said be became interested 
in the Nicaraguan strunle after reading 
of the deaths of two Mio-Southemers — 
James Powell of Memphis and Dana 
Parker of Huntsville, Ala. — who were 
killed when the FDN helicopter in 
which they were riding was shot down' 
Sept. 1. 

Thompson, 38, who was working as a 
security gimrd in California, said he con- 
taet e d > / riend of Parker’s wbo^iutJijm 





i a tow a h '-with Tom p^coy tho ««. 
rector of Civilian-Military Assis¬ 
tance (CMA) in Decatur, Ala. The 
CMA had sponsored the ill-fated 
trip to Central America last fall, 
presumably to deliver medical 
supplies to FDN forces and to of¬ 
fer help in the form of technical 
advice and training. 

Thompson claims he was of¬ 
fered a chance to go to Honduras 
as an adviser, but did not know 
until later that a plan was being 
hatched to train a private Ameri¬ 
can team for corntmt in Nicara¬ 
gua. 

Although Thompson says no¬ 
body actually promised him he 
would be paid for his services, he 
assumed this would be the case. “1 
just didn't believe people would 
come down here for nothing,” 
said Thomi^n, who quit his job 
in California, moved bis teenage 
daughter and elderly mother 
back to Oklahoma and made 
ready for free-lance soldier’s 
work in Central America. 

He sold his car for S4S0 and 

spent most of the money on a 9mm 
pistol, ammunition, a new camou¬ 
flage uniform and a pawn shop 
camera. Then be got a friend to 
buy him an airplane ticket to New 
Orleans at servicemen's rates. 

He arrived in New Orleans 
ahead of the other American vol¬ 
unteers and spent two days in a 
S35-a-night motel before checking 
into the YMCA to save money. Fin¬ 
ally, after several days, he and 
five other Americans were driven 
to the airport for the flight to Hon¬ 
duras, with the FDN paying the 
fares. One of the Americans be¬ 
came ill at the airport and turned 
around and went home to Shreve¬ 
port. 

As for Thompson, his luck be¬ 
gan to go sour almost from the 
time be arrived at a jungle train¬ 
ing camp near the Nicaraguan 
border. Unable to find so much as 
a cot to sleep on the fi rst night, he 
p u t -up e ^lammock a^ZTmBB' to 






sleejHtke-tfae seasoned g a a mil as. 
After swaying in the air a while, 
he gave up and stretched out on a 
hard tabletop in a mess shelter. 

At breakfast he discovered that 
all the meals were to consist al¬ 
most entirely of beans and rice. It 
was a sobering thought. He went 
down to the firing range and shot 
his new pistol SO times. Then he 
made friends with the camp pet, a 
tree-dwelling mammal called a 
coatimundi. It was perhaps the 
high point of his Honduran ad¬ 
venture. 

Later, when Thompson com¬ 
plained about not getting soldier- 
of-fortune pay, he clashed with 
the mysterious commander of the 
American unit known only as 
Colonel Floco. 

What actually happened 
between the two men is not clear, 
noco says Thompson had a poor 
attitude and was told to go home. 
Thompson told a reporter he was 
homesick. Then he said he 
couldn’t stay in Honduras with¬ 
out pay. Then he said he had not 
been told the whole story of what 
the Americans were planning to 
do. 

Things went from bad to worse. 
The morning he left he drank a 
canteen full of punch anckbecame 
sick. When he finally reached Te¬ 
gucigalpa he discovered that mo¬ 
tel rooms were so expensive he 
could afford only the worst. 
Broke and disgusted, he flew back 
to New Orleans the next day. 

Mario Calero, the FDN official 
in New Orleans, met Thompson 
when he returned. Later he said 
he was worried about what 
Thompson might say. 

“He could make a lot of trouble 
for this whole project,” said Ca¬ 
lero, who decided to fly to Hondu¬ 
ras to meet with Floco. “I’m going 
to stop American gu)^ from going 
down right now until we can get 
some better screening,” he said. 
"We got to go ea^. Prom now on I 
will personally intervi ew peo ple 
bef ore t h e y go down. ITs'galiib to 






be® luiliMj der to get into thic nut. 


That wont be any news to Rick 
Thompson. 

He’s already learned that a sol¬ 
dier of fortune leads a hard life. 
And a soldier of misfortune a 
harder one. 


A reporter and a photographer 
for The Commercial Appeal have 
just returned from the Honduran- 
Nicaraguan border where they 
covered the rebels who are wag¬ 
ing a guerrilla war ^gainsf the 
Communist-backed government 
of Nicaragua. While there rfiejl 
discovert a group of Americans 
preparing to join a special forces 
team in a commando-like raid 
into Nicaragua. This story is 
based on their findings along the 
border. . *. 
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Photos by Richord Gordrwr 

Rick Thompson had abbreviated friendship with a coatimundi. 
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A chow line for the daily fare of rice and beans stretches across the 
parade field at the training base ne#r the Nicaraguan border_ 
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Staff Reportar 

TEGUCIGALPA, Honduras — A 
small band of Americans — pri¬ 
vate adventurers in camouflage 
clothing working outside the U.S. 

' government—Is putting together 
a war party in preparation for a 
commando-like strike into Nica¬ 
ragua early next year. 

The first members of an Ameri¬ 
can civilian paramilitary team, 
most of them former veterans and 
Mid-Southerners, arrived in Hon¬ 
duras a few days ago and were im¬ 
mediately driven to a base near 
the Nicaraguan border. 

There they plan to spend at least 
a month training with an elite 
guerrilla unit of the Nicaraguan 
Democratic Front (PDN), the re¬ 
bel organization that is conduct¬ 
ing the war against the Commu- 
nist-backed Sandinista 
government. 

The FDN paid to fly the Ameri¬ 
cans here from New Orleans. 
However, their leader, a camera- 
dodging Alabamian known only 
as ‘Colonel Floco’ (pronounced 
flocko) said no pay is involved 
and that the men are not merce¬ 
naries but hard-core anti-Com- 
jnunists who feel the rebels’ fight 
is their fight, too. 

And he said he does not believe 
the Americans are violating the 
Neutrality Act. Because the Rea¬ 
gan administration has called last 
November’s election in Nicaragua 
a fraud, said Floco, be believes 
there is no legitimate govern¬ 
ment to overthrow. 

*^me administration people 
will say, ‘Well, here’s a bunch of 
half-cocked Americans running 
down there putting their noses 
into something that doesn’t in¬ 
volve them and is none of their 
business,’ Floco said. “The hell it’s 
not our business. If the line is not 
drawn, in five years we could be 
defending Arizona.” 

But, he stressed, no American is 
coming to join his outfit for the 
money. “If we are mercenaries 
we’re getting paid in beans and 
rice. And that scale is a little low.” 

Nevertheless, Floco said, his 
American-Nicaraguan commando 
unit will be equipped with some 
sophisticated weapons paid for by 
pnvate individuals sympathetic 
to the struggle against commu¬ 
nism in Central America. 

‘ ■ ag feog a are many, m an y A a WT i- 
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cans who cannot come i He r o w d 
we’re doing. But tbeir 
thoughts and hearts are in this 
fight. So they give us financial 
suppprt and in this way we will be 
able’to build this unit (called Fe¬ 
igns, the winged horse),” he 

The Americans, who arrived at 
the training base without pass- 
pbrts, family photographs or per¬ 
sonal identification, immediately 
drew rifles, ammunition, and be- 
g^n 'building themselves a bar¬ 
racks on a hilltop guarded by a 
maChine-gun emplacement. i 

'^ey said they hope to enter 
IQcaragua sometime after the 
firet of the year. Their objective: 
destruction of some strategic 
military targets to help even I 
things up in the balance of wea¬ 
pons, between the rebels and San- 
dinlsta forces. then, says Floco, 
the unit could involve up to 30 
American volunteers and 70 Ni¬ 
caraguan commandos. 

Initially only five Americans ar¬ 
rived to start the training pro¬ 
gram. One of those went home as 
soon as he learned there was to be 
no pay. Then a few days later six 
more Americans flew in. Then 
two more. Floco said he expects 
others to arrive in the coming 
weeks. 

Most of the Americans, includ¬ 
ing Floco, Jim Turney of Collier¬ 
ville and David Ormand of Cor¬ 
inth, Miss., are connected with 
the Civilian-Military Assistance 
group (CMA), the Alabama-based 
organization that lost two 
members—one a Memphian—in 
September when the FDN heli¬ 
copter in which they were riding 
was shot down by Sandinista gun¬ 
ners. 

There are two versions of that 
tragedy: (1) that ^e helicopter 
was on a medical rescue mission, 
(2) that it was involved in an 
armed attack on a Sandinista mili¬ 
tary training school a few miles 
inside the border. 

The CMA has maintained all 
along that its role in Central 
America has never involved wea- 
p^ms or combat and that this was 
the case with the helicopter inci-. 
dent. Rather, it said, CMA, 
members have taken several trips 
to the border to give advice to 
FDN forces and to deliver increas- 
iiigly short medical supplies and 
fimd gear. As for the two Ameri¬ 
cans who were killed ^ Mem¬ 
phian James Powell and Dana 
Parker of Huntsville, Ala. — the 
CMA claims they were on a mis- 
sloj s e f me rcy. ■ ' 







This pay ive role appaBeaOiJie- 
gan; to change for some CMA 
members in October. That’s when 
the Idea for a commando-like raid : 
ihvolving American veterans and 
Nicaraguan special forces was 
hatched. 

[Although CMA director Tom Po¬ 
sey Qf Decatur, Ala., is presently 
in Honduras, it is not clear how 
much official connection the 
CMA has with the plan for Ameri¬ 
cans to go into Nicaragua shoot¬ 
ing. 

what is known is that the plan 
has . been taking shape for some ' 
time and one of its main sup¬ 
porters is Turney, who is regional 
director of the CMA. 

‘^e conception of the whole 
project started Oct. 21,” said 
nocp, whose Spanish code name 
means “the thin one.*’ 

Questioned about the possibilty 
that the Americans may be in vio-; 
lation of the Neutrality Act, Floco 
said: “We are trying to do every¬ 
thing as legal as possible but yet 
exert our will to help these people 
in the best way we know how be¬ 
cause of the inability of our Con- 
gi^ss to act to give them sufficent 
help to defend themselves.” 

Floco was referring to the fact 
that Congress voted to cut off 
American aid to the FDN, thus 
leaving the rebel forces — Con¬ 
tras they are called — pitifully 
short of supplies to carry on the 
war against the Sandinistas. Con¬ 
gress is exp^ted to vote on restor¬ 
ing the aid in February or March. 

According to the current Jus¬ 
tice Department intei^retation, 
the Neutrality Act forbids Ameri¬ 
cans from participating in or 
fuhding military expeditions 
"launched” from the United 
States against nations with which 
it is at peace, but does not bar aid 
to expeditions "organized and 
launched” from outside the 
borders. 

Although it is not clear what po¬ 
sition Floco bolds in the FDN’s 
guerrilla army, there is no doubt 
that he has won the confidence of 
Contra military leader Enrique 
Bermudez Varela. 

When be and the other Ameri¬ 
cans arrived at the FDN training 
base, Floco was given quarters in¬ 
side Bermudez’s compound. He 
also held long private sessions 
with the military director and he 
was made a commander of the Ni¬ 
caraguan special forces that will 
b e part of the integrate d team h e 
pianrttHUad across the ‘BOiUei. 
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O rigiu atly. Floco said, t he strike 
into Nicaragua was to have been a 
tightly kept s^ret. That’s why the 
American volunteers were asked 
to surrender their passports, turn 
in family photographs and de¬ 
stroy items of identification. 

Then the day after they arrived 
at the training camp, Floco sud¬ 
denly agreed to discuss his plan 
with The Commercial Appeal. 

Floco said he'd decided to make 
the covert operation public be¬ 
cause (1) the Sandinistas knew 
the Americans were in the train¬ 
ing camp, anyway, and (2) the 
presence of American fighters 
might influence Congress to res¬ 
tore US. government aid to the 
Contra forces. 

“A show of American support, 
not just through contributions of 
food and medicine and things of 
this nature, but an armed strug¬ 
gle against the Sandinistas and 
what they stand for would be 
more graphic to our congress¬ 
men,” he said. 

Actually, since the day they ar¬ 
rived, there was never any doubt 
that the Americans had come to 
Honduras for something more 
serious than the delivery of three 
big bags of medical supplies, 
which were collected earlier 
through efforts of the CMA. As 
soon as the supplies were deliv¬ 
ered to a base hospital, the Ameri¬ 
cans began unpacking boxes of 
special ammunition and checking 
out weapons. 

Besides Floco, Turney and Or- 
mand, the others included Bob 
Bradford of Tallahassee, Fla., and 
Richard Thompson of Lawton, 
Okla. After two days Thompson, a 
former security guard, packed his 
bags and headed home after 
learning he wasn’t to get paid. 

“Nobody ever came right out 
and told me I was going to get 
paid,” he said, “but this was the 
idea somebody gave me. Also 1 
didn’t realize that they were actu¬ 
ally going to go into Nicaragua. 1 
thought I was coming down here 
just to train people.” 

AH '‘ Fl e c o would say w a s B BB ' i ' 
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Bradford was being sent home be¬ 
cause "he didn’t have the right at¬ 
titude.” 

Although he insisted that his 
plan for the American-Nicara- 
guan unit had the support of the 
FDN, Floco admitted that “a lot of 
people, including the leaders of 
the FDN, are edgy about it. 

‘They have reason to be edgy,” 
he said. "But at my insistence I 
finally managed to convince 
them that even though there is a 
^risk in what we are doing, there is 
also an advantage. We plan to 
train out in the open where every¬ 
body can see us. And thousands of 
othei (Contra troops) who do not 
have the advantage of advance 
training will get to see this unit 
develop, and what they see may 
rub off on them.” 

As for the plan to go after mili¬ 
tary targets in Nicraragua, Floco 
has few illitsions; "We know the 
risk. It’gabout 80-20 agaidSTTCr**'’’ 
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By Richard Gardnei 


Ijiin Turney (center) of Collierville at training camp in Honduras with (from left) two Nicaraguan rebel Specie 
IForces commanders, David Orman of Corinth, Miss., and Bob Bradford of Tallahassee, Fla. 








'f'he Nicaraguan 
Democratic Front, 
the rebel organize' 
tion conducting 
the war against the 
Commuflist' 
backed Sandinista 
government, paid 
to fly the Ameri¬ 
cans to Teguci¬ 
galpa, Honduras, 
from New Orleans. 
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HS FLEW TO WASHIWGTOW,^^, CW JAW. 11, 1985, aN’O WAS THERE ijHTIL 
JAM. 14, 1985. OM JAW. 14, 1935, HE FLEW TOHCOYTA RICA AND '''AS THERE 
UNTIL HE RETURNED KCXiE OM JAM. 22^, 1985. HE IS PRESENTLY FLYING TO 


DETROIT, *0 _ 

WHILE IN ETR0IT5, HE ALSO aHTPCIPATES B'^'ING 


(NAME JOT RECALLED).0 


ON HIS RECENT TRIP TO WASHINGTON, D.C., HE MET WITH 
AND several OTHER INDIVIDUALS, WHO HZ WOULD NOT OR COULD NOT NAME. 

HE INDICATED THAT THESE INDIVIDUALS WERE CONNECTED WITH THE U. S. 
GOVERNMENT BUT DECLINED TO MAT^E WHICH AGENCY. HE DID STATE, HOWEVER, 
THAT HE DID HOT MEET WITH ANY F3I PERSONNEL DURING THIS TRIP. THE 
SUBJECT indicated THAT HE DISCUSSED THE SITUATION IN CENTRAL A'^'E^’^ICA 
'■MTH THESE INDIVIDUALS AND THAT MIS TRANSPORTATIOM AND LODGING COSTS 
WERE "TAKEN CaRE OF” BUT HE WAS NOT CERTAIN EXACTLY WHO HAD PAID FOR 
THESE EXPENSES. 

THE SUBJECT ADVISED THAI HE WAS IN COSTA RICA FOR SEVERAL DAYS, 
BUT HE WOULD NOT GO INTO AMY DETAIL COiNCERNING HIS TRIP TO THAT 
COUNTRY. 

THE SUBJECT OPENLY DISCUSSED THE BOWMAN ACT AND SAID THAT WHEN 
IT EXPIRES ON FEB. 2.8, 1985, "ALL HELL IS GOING TO BREAK LOOSE IN 
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central AMERICA," BUT HE WOULD NOT EXPOUND ON THIS STATEMENT. 

HE STATED THAT WHILE IN WASHINGTON, D.C,, ME LEARNED THAT FOUR 
ANTI-CASTRO CUBAN GROUPS WERE INTERESTED IN HELPING ESTAPLISK A 
"SOUTHERN FRONT" IN SOUTHERN NICARAGUA. HE IDENTIFIED THERE GROUPS 
AS; 1) CUBAN BRIGADE 25SSj 2) CUBAN LEGION 

3) OMEGA 7? 4) ALPHA SS. ALSO COMBINING TO ESTABLISH 

THIS SOUTHERN FRONT ARE SUPPOSEDLY THREE OTHER ORGAiJIEATIOUS KNOWN TO 
THE SUBJECT: D UNITED NICARAGUA^ INDEPENDENT REVOLUTIONARIES (UNIR); 

2) FDN? 3) MISSOQRI INDIANS OF NICARAGUA. 

THE SUBJECT ALSO ADVISED THAT TEN AMERICAN INDIAN CHIEFS WERE TO 
FLY DOWN TO CENTRAL AMERICA WITH | 

_ TO DISCUSS THE POSSIBILITY OF THEIR TRIBES SEND¬ 
ING SUPPLIES TO THE MISSOURI INDIANS OF NICARAGUA. THE SUBJECT DIO 
NOT KHOV/ the names OF AMY OF THE CHIEFS OR THEIR TRIBES. HE STATED 

b6 

THAT THESE SUPPLIES, IF THEY ARE, IN FACT, SENT, WOULD BE HANDi-ED 
BY | I THE CMA. 

SUBJECT EXPRESSED SURPRISE THAT THE Ca.SE ON HIMSELF AND THE CMA 

WAS STILL ONGOING. HE STATED THAT_ AMD OTHER UNNAMED 

INDIVIDUALS IN WASHINGTON, D.C., HAD ASSURED HIM THAT IF HE 
CONTINUED TO COOPERATE AND TO PROVIDE INTELLIGENCE IMEO RE CURRENT 
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DEVELOPMENTS It'i CENTRAL AMERICA, AE WELL AMY HAPCOTICS OR 
espionage IMFO he learns ADOUT, that the "NEUTRALITY MATTER" MOULD 
3E CLOSED. 

SUBJECT stated THAT HE MIGHT FLY TO WASHINGTON, D.C, OM JA.N. R3, 
1385, FROM DETROIT, 3UT HE MAS MOT CERTAIN OF THIS ^-ACT AT THE 
PRESENT TIME. KI INDICATED THAT MKEN HE RETURNS HOME, VE ^ILi-HRE- 
COWTACT Sa | ~| . 

THE ABOVE IS BEING PROVIDED FOR INFO 'PURPOSES. 

PH MILL CONTINUE TO MAINTAIN CONTACT WITH THE SUBJECT AND 
MONITOR HIS ACTIVITIES. 
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REBH TEL DATED 9/8/84. 

REFERENCED TELETYPE REQUESTED WFO CONTACT THE U.S. DEPARTMENTr 
OF STATE PASSPORT OFFICE AND CHECK PASSPORT RECORDS FOR CAPTIONED I 
SUBJECT AND ASSOCIATES. PASSPORT CHECK IS AS FOLLOWS: hlC^^ 

I--- 

PASSPORT OFFICE HAD NO RECORD FOR 





«2 


JAMES POWELL, III 


PASSPORT CHECK FOR DANA HUBERT PARKER, JR, IS AS FOLLOWS: 
PARKER WAS ISSUED PASSPORT NUMBER D 1794042 IN SEPTEMBER, 1983. HE 


LISTED AN ADDRESS AT THAT TIME OBI 


HUNJ,gyiLLE, 


ALABAMA. 35811; DOB: 10/21/47; SSAN 505-64-8348; HEIGHT ^8j^R 
BROWN; EYES BLI^; POB ORLANDO. FLORIDA; HOME TELEPHONE^Nin»©ER 

-iMAYls**. . I---^—■ 


QCCUPATTON police OFFICER: 






PAGE TWO DE WF #0002 


U N C L A S 



AT THE TIME OF APPLICATION WAS GUATEMALA, EL SALVADOR, PANAMA, 
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FD-36 (fiev. 8-26-82) 
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TRANSMIT yiA; 
□ Teletype 
Facsimile 

'la _ Airfcf^l 


FBI 

PRECEDENCE: 

□ Immediate 

□ Priority 

□ Routine 


■ SSB, 


ibsass 
src'd" 


FROM: 


SER 

DIRECTOR, FBI Rec 

SAC, NEWARK (2-234) (RUC) (C-10) 
aka; 



ALL IHFOKtIATI|l^OHTAIT]ED 
HEREIN IS Ul.|m|ipIFIED 
DATE 07-19-M^EY E0324 AUC 

CLASSIFICWFION: 

□ TOP SECRET 

□ SECRET 

□ CONFIDENTIAL 

□ UNCLASEFTO 

□ UNCLAS 
Date 5/19/87 
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ET AL; 

TUCSON- CHAPTER, 

CMAG ; 

NEUTRALITY ACT - MEXICO; 
POSSIBLE CIVIL RIGHTS; 
FEDERAL FIREARMS ACT; 

00: PHOENIX 

£ll 

aka ; 
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CMA; 

NEUTRALITY MATTER 
00: BIRMINGHAM (2-43) 

Re: Las Vegas airtel to Newark, dated 3/9/87/ 

As per referenced airtel, Newark was requested t 
determine the subscriber to telephone number (201) 267-7171 an 
determine if CMA CONSULTING GROUP was a ^^t^ate business. 

Results of subscr il^?1^^hecKfbr I2ul) 267-7171, 
revealed that the current subscriber to this number is CMA 
CONSULTING GROUP, address 170 E. Hanover, Morristown, New Jersey. 
Physical check of the above address revealed 
GROUP is a legitimate engineering consulting busii ' 

In view of the fact that Newark has 
standing leads concerning this case, Newark will 
to the Office of Origin. 




^Bureau 

2-Phoenix 

2-Birmingham 

1-Newark 

RLA/sab 
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TRANSMIT VIA: 

□ Teletype; 

□ Facsimile 
m AIRTEL 


CLASSIFICATION: 

.□ Priority 

□ Routine □ j^^^FlDENTIAL 

□ CYCLASE F TO 

□:w6las 

. -. ::ia|e, 2/5/85 




TO: 


DIRECTOR,7FBI. 



FROM: SAC, NEW ORLEANS (2-181) (RUC) ^g: 

- -——-1 b7C; 

_I ajsa, 

NEUTRALITY MATTER - „EL SALVADOR, p\ ^ 




HONDURAS, NICARAGUA 
00: BIRMINGHAM ' '' 



Enclosed for the Bureau is thecorigi^<al and two copies of an 
LHM captioned as above. Also enclosed are two copies for Birmingham, 


ADMINISTRATIVE 


Source referred to in attached LHM is 
unknown reliability. 


who is of 


in this matter. 


New Orleans is conducting no further active inve 5 t;^"gain-qh 

1 
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Bureau (Enc. 3) 

2 - Birmingham (Enc. 2) 
1 - New Orleans 
JPS: dm 
(5) 
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In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


U.S. Department of Justice 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 


New Orleans, Louisiana 
February 5, 1985 


NEUTRALITY MATTER - EL SALVADOR, 
HONDURAS, NICARAGUA_ 


The following information was provided by a source of 
unknown reliability on the dates indicated; 


Source advised onl 1 that 


1 1 will ! 

be leavina for 

Nicaragua in tl 
that country. 

le next two weeks| | 

will be leavina throuah New Orleans and 


will flv to Honduras first. Source advised that! 
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Source also advised that I I claimed that a truck 

would be coming through Louisiana in the next ten days with a 
load of supplies for the Contras and that this load was to be 
shipped out of New Orleans. 


.On 


the source advised that on 


a group of individuals from the 


[ had at^tempted to board a TACA Flight to El Salvador 

and from there to Honduras. As the group was going through __ 

Customs. I 


Source advised 


thatE 


] 


the 


group 

finally did depart New Orleans aboa rd a TACA Flight at 1;30 p.m. 


At this time the group specif ically f 


r^anRstP -d the return of their 




.qnnrrp advi spd that thef 


li 


rs using 


the__^ ^ ^_ 

staging area prior to its departure from New Orleans to Ei 
Salvador and thence to Honduras. 
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This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of 
the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is leaned to your ^0%L%7 

e your. ^ • f 

riON contained'' 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIEDC>'"'^‘““^ 



ency; it and its_contents are not to be disitJJ'i^^ilted outside your 


agency. 




ALL INFORMATIi 


OAT F 
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NEUTRALITY MATTER - EL SALVADOR, ^70 
HONDURAS, NICARAGUA 


_I Source advised that an individual by the name of |_ 

_|was there with a shipment the contents of which were un¬ 
observed. 


Source also advised that one 


Source advised that 


and is apparently working with the|_|to re¬ 
cruit and transport personnel and equipment from New Orleans to 
El Salvador and then to Honduras. 


I_I also advised the source that his group was 

attempting to set up some safe houses in the New Orleans area 
for the purpose of assisting these individuals in maintaining a 
low profile prior to their departure for El Salvador, Honduras, 
and possibly Nicaragua. 
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